
tice, and the continuance of 

sacrifice in the Muslim world, 

but also the context in which 

the Quranic revelations oc-

curred. For it seems that with 

many people, both non-

Muslims and Muslims alike, 

context is the key that they 

are missing.  

What was the situation in pre- 

Islamic Arabia with regard to 

animal sacrifice? Not only did 

the pagan Arabs sacrifice to a 

variety of gods with hopes of 

attaining protection or some 

favor or material gain, but so, 

too, did the Jews of that day 

seek to appease the One True 

God by blood sacrifice and 

burnt offerings. Islam, how-

ever, broke away from this 

longstanding tradition of ap-

peasing an ñangry God.ò The 

notion of ñvicarious atone-

In Islam, all that is demanded 

as a sacrifice is oneôs personal 

willingness to submit oneôs 

ego and individual will to 

Allah.  

Islamôs attitude towards ritual 

slaughter is not that of blood 

atonement, or seeking favor 

with Allah through anotherôs 

death, but rather, the act of 

thanking Allah for oneôs sus-

tenance.  

ñEid Al-Adhaò is at the door-

step, many rams, cows, cam-

els, of course, are tied to be 

slaughtered. What is the con-

cept of sacrifice in Islam?  

Actually, there are many mis-

conceptions filling the mind 

of many non-Muslims, who 

fail to perceive the signifi-

cance and wisdom behind acts 

of worship in Islam. That is 

why addressing those miscon-

ceptions becomes obligatory 

in order to erase distortions 

about Islam.  

Sacrifice is not a pillar of Is-

lam. We must look at the oc-

currences in a contextual 

manner, understanding not 

only the pre-Islamic institu-

tion of sacrifice, the Quranic 

reforms concerning this prac-

Hajj is the pilgrimage to the 

ñHouse of Godò in Makkah 

which is compulsory on 

every adult Muslim who has 

the means to undertake the 

journey. Hajj brings to-

gether yearly what may be 

described as the greatest 

gathering of mankind. In 

this quest, the individual is 

strengthened by the knowl-

edge that thousands of hu-

man beings from all over 

the world regardless of their 

worldly status, language or 

race, are in pursuit of the 

same goal, the pleasure of 

their Creator.  

Malcolm Xôs impression of 

Hajj:  

ñThere were thousands of 

Muslims from all over the 

world. They were from all 

colors, from blue-eyed 

blondes to black-skinned 

Africans. But we were all 

participating in the same 

THE TRUE SPIRIT OF QURBANI (SACRIFICE) 

MANKINDõS GREATEST GATHERING  

THE MOST 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 0 7  ñ  D H U L  H I J J A  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1  

The most selfish 1 letter 
word.... 
ñIòééééé Avoid it!                                        
The most satisfying 2 let-
ter word....                                          
ñWeòéééééUse it!                                                  
The most poisonous 3 
letter word....                                            
ñEgoòéééééKill it!                                                  
The most used 4 letter 
word....                                            
ñLoveòééééValue it!                                                                        
The most pleasing 5 letter 
word....                                                               
ñSmileòéééé Keep it!                                                   
The fastest spreading 6 
letter word....                                            
ñRumoròéééIgnore it!                                                    
The hardest working 7 
letter word....                                            
ñSuccessòéAchieve it!                                                    
The most enviable 8 letter 
word....                                           
ñJealouslyò Distance it!                                                      
The most powerful 9 letter 
word....                                          
ñKnowledgeò Acquire it!                                                       
The most essential 10 
letter word....                                           
ñConfidenceòéTrust it! 
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Allahôs Messenger 

(P.B.U.H) said: ñThe most 

blessed of deeds is that 

which is done consistently 

even if it is a minute oneò 

Sahih-Bukhari.  

 

Dear Muslim readers, the 

Quran is made up of thirty 

parts, like the months. One 

should read one part of the 

Quran every day so it can 

be completed in its entirety 

in one month. Further 

more each part consists of 

twenty pages. If one were to 

read four pages during the 

daily obligatory prayers, it 

would faci l i tate the 

completion of one part 

every day. 

See, how much good 

escapes us because we do 

not know how to organize 

our lives? When you 

practice this habit with 

regularity, you will not only 

be one of the guided ones, 

but also you will find 

profound pleasure and 

fulfillment in a consistent 

act of worship. You will 

also see the benefit and 

reward in a small act done 

continuously, as opposed to 

much done at irregular 

intervals.      

Simple Approach  

to Complete the 

Quran once  

a month. 

Greatest Gathering... 
form of intelligent search 

for truth. 

During the past eleven 

days here in the Muslim 

world, I have eaten from 

the same plate, drunk from 

the same glass and slept in 

the same bed (or on the 

same rug) while praying to 

the same God with fellow 

Muslims, whose eyes were 

the bluest of blue, whose 

hair was the blondest of 

blond, and whose skin was 

the whitest of white. And in 

the words and in the ac-

tions and in the deeds of 

the ówhiteô Muslims, I felt 

the same sincerity that I 

felt among the black Afri-

can Muslims of Nigeria, 

Sudan and Ghana. We 

were truly all the same 

Brothers.  All praise is due 

to Allah, the Lord of all the 

worlds.ò 

ritual, displaying a spirit of 

unity and brotherhood that 

my experiences in America 

had led me to believe never 

could exist between the 

white and the non-white. 

You may be shocked by 

these words coming from 

me.  But on this pilgrim-

age, what I have seen, and 

experienced has forced me 

to rearrange much of my 

thoughts patterns previ-

ously held, and to toss 

aside some of my previous 

conclusions. This was not 

too difficult for me. Despite 

my firm convictions, I have 

always been a man who 

tries to face facts, and to 

accept the reality of life as 

new experience and new 

knowledge unfolds it. I 

have always kept an open 

mind, which is necessary to 

the flexibility that must go 

hand in hand with every   T H E  Y O U N G  M U S L I M  

THE DAILY DUA  

 

Transliteration:  

Rabbana Aatina Fid-Dunya 

Hassanah, Wa Fil Aakhirati 

Hassanah, Wa Qin-

Adhaaban-Nar. 

 

Translation:  

Our Lord, give us good in 

this life and good in the 

next life, and protect us 

from the punishment of the 

fire. (Quran 2:201)  

 

 This is a very popular Dua 

found in the Quran in 

Surah al-Baqarah. This dua 

illustrates the important 

balance that a Muslim 

strives for while living in 

this world. Muslims should 

strive for the best of this 

world, and, at the same 

time, strive to attain the 

best in the Hereafter. 

        

Like any dua, merely say-

ing it is not enough. It is 

just as important to strug-

gle toward obtaining what 

we are asking for.  

 

We should do our best and 

leave the rest up to Allah. 

Human beings are only 

responsible for making 

their intention sincere and 

doing their best. Allah the 

Great One is Just and For-

giving. If dua and efforts 

both are there, Inshallah He 

will give us the best and 

will forgive the rest. 

THE REWARD OF HAJJ 
Abu Huraira (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that Allah's 

Messenger (May the blessings of Allah be with him) said: One 

Umrah is an expiation for the sins committed between it and an-

other Umrah and an accepted pilgrimage has got no less a reward 

than paradise. (Bukhari and Muslim) 

 

T h e  B e s t  J i h a d  f o r  W o m e n  i s  H a j j 
Aisha, mother of faithful believers (may Allah be pleased with her) 

narrated: I said, "O Allah's Messenger! We consider Jihad as the 

best deed." The Prophet (May the blessings of Allah be with him) 

said, "The best Jihad (for women) is Hajj-Mabrur" (An accepted 

Hajj). (Bukhari) 

 

A s k  t h e  p i l g r i m  t o  P r a y  f o r  Y o u  
Abdullah Ibn Omar (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: I 

heard Allah's Apostle (May the blessings of Allah be with him) 

say: When you meet one who has made pilgrimage, greet him, 

shake hands with him and tell him to ask forgiveness for you before 

he enters his house, for he has been forgiven. (Ahmad) 

 

Performing Hajj on Behalf of Another Person  
Abdullah Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that 

a woman of Khashama (tribe) enquired: O Messenger of Allah! 

The obligatory injunction of Allah (The Glorified and the Exalted) 

over His servants regarding pilgrimage had come when my father 

was very old and could not sit firmly over a conveyance. May I 

make pilgrimage for him? "Yes" said he. And that was at the Fare-

well Pilgrimage. (Bukhari and Muslim) 
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