
  

with a lottery of the names of 

the saints. The idea was that 

during the following year the 

young men would emulate the 

life of the saint whose name 

they had drawn. (The idea that 

you can preserve the appear-

ance of a popular evil and yet 

somehow turn it to serve the 

purpose of virtue, has survived. 

Look at all those people who 

are still trying, helplessly, to 

use the formats of popular tele-

vision entertainments to pro-

mote good. They might learn 

something from this bit of his-

tory. It failed miserably) Chris-

tianity ended up doing in Rome, 

and elsewhere, as the Romans 

did. The only success it had was 

in changing the name from Lu-

percalia to St. Valentine's Day. 

It was done in CE 496 by Pope 

Gelasius, in honor of some 

What is it and where did it 

come from? 
Consider Valentine's Day, a 

day that after dying out a well 

deserved death in most of 

Europe (but surviving in Brit-

ain and United States) has sud-

denly started to emerge across 

a good swath of Muslim coun-

tries. Who was Valentine? 

Why is this day observed? 

Legends abound, as they do in 

all such cases, but this much is 

clear: Valentine's Day began 

as a pagan ritual started by 

Romans in the 4th century 

BCE to honor the god Luper-

cus. The main attraction of this 

ritual was a lottery held to dis-

tribute young women to young 

men for "entertainment and 

pleasure"--until the next year's 

lottery. Among other equally 

despicable practices associated 

with this day was the lashing of 

young women by two young 

men, clad only in a bit of goat-

skin and wielding goatskin 

thongs, who had been smeared 

with blood of sacrificial goats 

and dogs. A lash of the "sacred" 

thongs by these "holy men" was 

believed to make them better 

able to bear children. As usual, 

Christianity tried, without suc-

cess, to stop the evil celebration 

of Lupercalia. It first replaced the 

lottery of the names of women 

Definition  

The month of Safar is one of 

the twelve Hijri months, and it 

is the month which comes after 

M u h a r r a m . 

The word Safar means 

"whistling of the wind". As 

most of the months were named 

according to weather condi-

tions, at the time when this 

name was assigned it was proba-

bly a windy time of the year. 

However, being a lunar calendar, 

the months shift about 11 days 

every year so, the seasons do not 

necessarily correspond to the 

name of the month anymore. 

Some of the (scholars) said that 

it is so named because of the 

emptying (isfaar) of Makkah 

(i.e., its people would all leave) 

when they travelled during this 

month. It was also said that this 

month is named Safar because 

they used to raid other tribes at 

this time, and they would leave 

those whom they encountered 

bereft of their possessions 

(sifran min al-mataaô) ï i.e.,   

VALENTINE'S DAY VALENTINE'S DAY   

History & Islamic Perspective History & Islamic Perspective  

The Month Of SafarThe Month Of SafarThe Month Of Safar   
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Secret of Success 

Sir, "What is the se-

cret of your success a 

reporter asked a bank 

president?"  

 

"Two words."  
 

"And, Sir, what are 

they?"  
 

"Right decisions."  
 

"And how do you 

make right deci-

sions?"  
 

"One word.'  
 

"And, sir, What is 

that?"  
 

"Experience. "  
 

"And how do you get 

Experience?" 
 

"Two words"  
 

"And, Sir, what are 

they?"  
 

"Wrong decisions."  
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  T H E  Y O U N G  M U S L I M  

THE DAILY DUA  

                           

 мϒϝзуЃж дϖ ϝжϻ϶ϜϕϦ ъ ϝзϠϼ

 ЭгϳϦ ъм ϝзϠϼ ϝжϝГ϶ϒ

 пЯК йϧЯгϲ ϝгЪ ϜϽЊϖϝзуЯК

 ϝзЯгϳϦ ъм ϝзϠϼ ϝзЯϡЦ ев етϻЮϜ

 ϝзК СКϜм йϠ ϝзЮ ϣЦϝВ ъ ϝв

 пЯК ϝжϽЋжϝТ ϝзЮнв ϥжϒ ϝзгϲϼϜм ϝзЮ ϽУОϜм

етϽУЫЮϜ анЧЮϜ.  

Transliteration: Rabbana La Tua-

akhizna In Nasina Aaou Akhtana Rab-

bana Wala Tahmil Aôlaina Isran Kama 

Hamaltaho Aôlal Lazina Min Kablina 

Rabbana Wala Tuhammilna Ma La 

Taqata Lana Bih Waôfu Aônna Waghfir 

Lana Warhamna Anta Maoulana Fan-

surna Aôlal Qaoumil Kafireen. 

Translation: Our Lord! Take us not to 

task if we forget or fall into error. Our 

Lord! Lay not upon us such a burden as 

You did lay upon those before us. Our 

Lord! Impose not on us that which we 

have not the strength to bear, grant us 

forgiveness and have mercy on us. You 

are our Protector. Help us against those 

who deny the truth. 

T H E   Y O U N G   M U S L I M 

A Beautiful Hadith   

 Rasulullah (Sallallahu alaihe wasallam) said: 

'When a man dies there stands an extremely 

handsome man by his head. When the dead body 

is shrouded, that man gets in between the shroud 

and the chest of the deceased.  

 

 When after the burial, the people return home, 

two angels, Munkar and Nakeer (names of two 

special Angels), come in the grave and try to 

separate this handsome man so that they may be 

able to interrogate the dead man in privacy about 

his faith. But the handsome man says, 'He is my 

companion, he is my friend. I will not  leave him 

they would take all their belongings away and 

they would leave them with nothing. 

 

Misconception 

This time of the year was considered to be 

cursed as many catastrophes and calamities took 

place.  However this belief has been proven to 

be false and totally without foundation and is 

further confirmed by the following Hadith as 

reported by Jabir (RA):  

"I have heard the Prophet (SAW) saying, the 

descending of illness and evil superstition befall-

ing in the month of Safar is untrue."(Muslim) 

 It was narrated that Abu Hurairah said: the 

Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Al-

lah be upon him) said: ñ(There is) no 'Adwa (no 

contagious disease is conveyed without Allah's 

permission), nor is there any bad omen (from 

birds), nor is there any Hamah, nor is there any 

(bad omen in the month of) Safar, and one 

should run away from the leper as one runs 

away from a lion.ò (Narrated by al-Bukhari, 

5387; Muslim, 2220) 

Performing a sacrifice on the 6th day of this 

month is an innovation. 

No specific modes of worship or special rules 

are set by the Shariôah to observe this month. 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS  

 

1. Battle of Abwaa took place on 12th of Safar in 

the year 2 AH  

2. Battle of Khaibar took place in the year 7 AH  

3. Ali (RA) married the Prophetôs (SAW) daugh-

ter Fatima (RA) in the latter days of Safar 2 AH  

4. Khubaib Ibn Adey (RA) was martyred in Sa-

far in the year 4 AH in Makkah  

5. Zaid Ibn Dathina (RA) was martyred in this 

month in the year 4 AH in Makkah 

      ------------------------------------------------- 

alone in any case If you are appointed for 

interrogation, do your job. I cannot leave 

him until I get him admitted into Paradise  

 Thereafter he turns to his dead compan-

ion and says, 'I am the Qur'an, which you 

used to read, sometimes in a loud voice 

and sometimes in a low voice. Do not 

worry. After the interrogation of Munkar 

and Nakeer, you will have no grief.'  

 When the interrogation is over, the hand-

some man arranges for him from Al-

Mala'ul A'laa (the angels in Heaven) silk 

bedding filled with musk.  

 

 Rasulullah (Sallallahu alaihe wasallam) 

said: 'On the Day of Judgment, before 

Allah, no other Intercessor will have a 

greater status than the Qur'an, neither a 

Prophet nor an angel.'  

 

Please keep forwarding this 'Hadith' to 

all ....because Rasulullah (Sallallahu 

alaihe wasallam) said: 'Pass on knowl-

edge from me even if it is only one verse'.  

 May Allah bestow this favor on all of us. 

AMEEN  

------------------------------------------------ 

Words of Wisdom 

If you plant honesty, You 

will reap trust 

If you plant goodness, 

You will reap friends 

If you plant humility, 

You will reap greatness 

If you plant perseverance, 

You will reap victory 

If you plant considera-

tion, You will reap har-

mony 

If you plant hard work, 

You will reap success 

If you plant forgiveness, 

You will reap reconcilia-

tion 

If you plant openness, 

You will reap intimacy 

If you plant patience, You 

will reap improvements 

If you plant faith, You 

will reap miracles 

Butéé. 

If you plant dishonesty, 

You will reap distrust. 

If you plant selfishness, 

You  will reap loneliness 

If you plant pride, You 

will reap destruction 

If you plant envy, You 

will reap trouble 

If you plant laziness, You 

will reap stagnation. 

If you plant bitterness, 

You will reap isolation 

If you plant greed, You 

will reap loss 

If you plant gossip, You 

will reap enemies 

If you plant worries, You 

will reap wrinkles 

If you plant sin, You will 

reap guilt 

2 
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Valentineõs DayValentineõs Day--History and Islamic PerspectiveHistory and Islamic Perspective  

Saint Valentine. There are as many 

as 50 different Valentines in Chris-

tian legends. Two of them are more 

famous, although their lives and 

characters are also shrouded in mys-

tery. According to one legend, and 

the one more in line with the true 

nature of this celebration, St. Valen-

tine was a "lovers'" saint, who had 

himself fallen in love with his 

j a i l e r ' s  d a u g h t e r .  

  

Due to serious troubles that accom-

panied such lottery, French govern-

ment banned the practice in 1776. In 

Italy, Austria, Hungry, and Germany 

also the ritual vanished over the 

years. Earlier, it had been banned in 

England during the 17th century 

when the Puritans were strong.  

   

However in 1660 Charles II revived 

it. From there it also reached the 

New World, where enterprising 

Yankees spotted a good means of 

making money. Esther A. Howland, 

who produced one of the first com-

mercial American Valentine's Day 

cards called--- what else--- valen-

tines, in the 1840s, sold $5,000 

worth--when $5,000 was a lot of 

money--the first year. The valentine 

industry has been booming ever 

since. 

   

The history of Valentine's Day 

serves as a powerful lesson for Mus-

lims. St. Valentine became a Saint 

trying to resist free love. Even 

though there was an attempt to 

Christianize it, today St. Valentine's 

Day is gone back to its roots. No one 

even knows that the Church even 

tried to ban the St. Valentine's Day. 

Rather, most people think of ro-

mance, cupid and his arrow, which 

are vestiges of pagan Rome. 

  

Pagan origins of Valentine's Day 

 

The first information about this day is 

found in pre-Christian Rome, when 

pagans would celebrate the "Feast of 

the Wolf" on February 15, also 

known as the Feast of Lupercalius in 

honor of Februata Juno, the Roman 

goddess of women and marriage, and 

Pan, Roman god of nature. 

  On this day, young women would 

place their names in an urn, from 

which boys would randomly draw to 

discover their physical companion for 

the day, the year, and sometimes the 

rest of their lives. These partners ex-

changed gifts as a sign of affection, 

and often married. 

  

Christian Influence 

 

When Christianity came onto the 

scene in Rome, it wanted to replace 

this feast with something more in line 

with its ethics and morality. A num-

ber of Christians decided to use Feb-

ruary 14 for this purpose. This was 

when the Italian Bishop Valentine 

was executed by the Roman Emperor 

Claudius II for conducting secret 

marriages of military men in the year 

270. 

   

Claudius II decided that single men 

made better soldiers than those with 

wives and families, so he outlawed 

marriage for young, single men, who 

made up his military. Valentine de-

fied Claudius and performed mar-

riages for young couples in secret. 

When his actions were revealed, 

Claudius put him to death. Another 

version of the story says that Valen-

tine was a holy priest in Rome, who 

helped Christians escape harsh Ro-

man prisons where they were often 

beaten and tortured. 

   

Valentine was arrested and sent to the 

prefect of Rome for this. He found 

that his attempts to make Valentine 

renounce his faith were useless, and so 

recommended he be beaten with clubs, 

and later beheaded. This took place on 

February 14, 270. 

   

According to the Catholic encyclope-

dia, there are at least three different 

Saint Valentines, all of whom are 

Christian martyrs of February 14. One 

of them is described as a priest from 

Rome (as mentioned above), another as 

bishop of Interamna (modern Terni), 

and the third from Africa. 

It was in the year 496 that Pope Ge-

lasius officially changed the February 

15 Lupercalia festival to the February 

14 St. Valentine's Day to give Christian 

meaning to a pagan festival. The holi-

day became popular in the United 

States in the 1800's during the Civil 

War. 

 

 As well, Pope Gelasius ordered a slight 

change in the lottery for young women 

that would take place during the pagan 

festival. Instead of the names of young 

women, the box would have the names 

of saints. Men and women were al-

lowed to draw from the box, and the 

purpose of this was to copy the ways of 

the saint they had selected for the rest 

of the year. 

  

Valentine's Day Customs 

 

A number of the customs connected to 

Valentine's Day originate in the belief 

in England and France during the mid-

dle Ages, that on February 14, birds 

began to pair. 

 

 Fourteenth and 15th centuries' French 

and English literatures make indirect 

references to the practice. Those who 

chose each other as husband and wife 

on Valentine's Day apparently called 

each other their Valentines. 

In terms of the Valentine's greeting 

"Your Valentine" which today you find 

on a number of Valentine's Day cards, 

the above-mentioned Roman priest 

Valentine actually sent the first 

'valentine' greeting himself. 

                          Continued on page 9... 



4 

ñBest Sustenanceò 

One day, the father of a very wealthy 

family took his son on a trip to the 

country with the express purpose of 

showing him how poor people live. 

They spent a couple of days and nights 

on the farm of what would be consid-

e r e d  a  v e r y  p o o r  f a m i l y .  

 On their return from their trip, the fa-

ther asked his son, "How was the 

trip?ò . "It was great, Dad." "Did you 

see how poor people live?" the father 

asked. "Oh yeah," said the son. "So, tell 

me, what you learned from the trip?" 

asked the father. The son answered: "I 

saw that we have one dog and they had 

four. We have a pool that reaches to the 

middle of our garden and they have a 

creek that has no end. We have im-

ported lanterns in our garden and they 

have the stars at night. Our patio 

reaches to the front yard and they have 

the whole horizon. We have a small 

piece of land to live on and they have 

fields that go beyond our sight. We have 

servants who serve us, but they serve 

others. We buy our food, but they grow 

theirs. We have walls around our prop-

erty to protect us; they have friends to 

protect them." The boy's father was 

speechless.  

Then his son added, ñThanks Dad for 

showing me how poor we are." Isn't 

perspective a wonderful thing? Makes 

you wonder what would happen if we 

all gave thanks for everything we have, 

instead of worrying about what we don't 

have. Appreciate every single thing you 

have!  

I n t e r e s t i n g   S t o r i e sI n t e r e s t i n g   S t o r i e s  
ñThe Old Socksò 

 A wise and saintly rich man, sensing 

his approaching death, called his son 

to his side and gave him these instruc-

tions: "My son, I shall be leaving you 

very shortly. On the day when I die, 

and they have washed my body and 

come to wrap it in the shroud, I want 

you to put one of my socks on my 

foot. This is my final request of you." 

 Soon after this, the old man did in-

deed die, leaving behind his goods and 

property, his children and his depend-

ents. Family, friends, acquaintances 

and neighbors attended his funeral. 

The body had been washed and was 

almost completely wrapped in the 

shroud, when the son remembered his 

father's wish. Finding one of his old 

socks, he handed it to the washer of 

the dead, saying, "In accordance with 

my father's last request, please put this 

sock on his foot.""That is quite impos-

sible:' said the man. "Such a thing is 

utterly impermissible in Islam. I can-

not act against the Shariôah." Despite 

this valid objection, the son insisted, 

"That was my father's final request; it 

must certainly be carried out."The 

washer of the dead was unmoved. "If 

you won't take my word for it," he 

said, "go and ask the mufti. He will 

confirm what I tell you, that it is not 

permissible." Holding up the funeral, 

they consulted the mufti, preachers 

and scholars, all of whom declared 

that this was not permissible in Islam. 

Just then, an aged friend of the de-

ceased interrupted the debate with 

these words to the son: "My boy, 

your late father entrusted me with a 

letter which I was to hand over to 

you after his departure. Here, this 

letter belongs to you." So saying, he 

gave him an envelope. Taken by 

surprise, the boy opened the enve-

lope and read out the contents of his 

father's letter. 

 "My son, all this wealth and prop-

erty I have left to you. Now you 

see: at the last moment, they won't 

even let you give me an old sock to 

wear. When you yourself come one 

day to be in my condition they will 

also refuse to let you keep anything 

but your shroud. Eight yards of 

shroud are all you will be able to 

carry over from this fleeting world 

into the Hereafter. So pull yourself 

together and be prepared. Spend the 

fortune I have left you, not for the 

satisfaction of vain desires, but in 

ways pleasing to Allah, that you 

may achieve honor in both worlds." 

"Silence is my Life...Silence is my 

World...Silence is my Beautiful 

BOON." 

ñThe Red Marblesò 

Babs Miller was bagging some early 

potatoes for me. I noticed a small, deli-

cate of bone and feature, ragged but 

clean, hungrily appraising a basket of 

freshly picked green pea. I paid for my 

potatoes but was also drawn to the dis-

play of fresh green peas. I am a push-

over for creamed peas and new pota-

toes. Pondering the peas, I couldn't help 

overhearing the conversation between 

Mr. Miller and the ragged boy next to 

me. 

"Hello Barry, how are you today?" 

"Hello, Mr. Miller. Fine, thank you. Just 

admiring them peas sure look good." 

"They are good, Barry. How's your 

Ma?" 

"Fine, getting stronger all the time." 

"Good. Anything I can help you 

with?" 

"No, Sir. Just admiring them peas." 

"Would you like to take some home?" 

"No, Sir. Got nothing to pay for them 

with." 

"Well, what have you to trade me for 

some of those peas?" 

"All I got is my prize marble here." 

"Is that right? Let me see it." 

"Here it is. She's a dandy." 

"I can see that. Hmmmmm, only thing 

is this one is blue and I sort of go for 

red. Do you have a red one like this at 

home?" 

"Not exactly but almost." 

"Tell you what. Take this sack of 

peas home with you and next trip 

this way let me look at that red mar-

ble." 

ñSure will. Thanks Mr. Miller." 

 Mrs. Miller, who had been standing 

nearby, came over to help me. With 

a smile she said, "There are two 

other boys like him in our commu-

nity, all three are in very poor cir-

cumstances. Jim just loves to bar-

gain with them for peas, apples, 

tomatoes, or whatever. When they 

come back with their red marbles, 

                Continued on page 10... 

ñAnd he died!ò 

Ashôab was about to relate a story 

to a ruler and he began:ò There was 

a manéò But at that point he no-

ticed a tray of food being brought to 

them. He paused as he was staring 

at the tasty food. The ruler said, 

ñYes...and then?ò Ashôab said, 

ñAnd he died!ò 
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            WOMENõS CORNER 

Q: We know that when the men go to 

Paradise they shall have wives from 

the hoor al-óein. However, when 

women go to Paradise shall they have 

spouses or not? 

A:  When talking about the bounties of 

Paradise, Allah states, ñTherein you 

shall have all that your inner-selves 

desires, and therein you shall have (all) 

for which you ask. An entertainment 

from (Allah), the Oft-Forgiving, Most 

Merciful.ò (Fussilat: 31, 32).  

Allah also states, ñ[There will be] 

therein all that the oneôs inner-selves 

could desire, all that the eyes could 

delight in, and you will abide therein 

forever.ò (Al-Zukhraf: 71). 

It is given that having a spouse is one of 

the most sought after desires of the 

soul. The inhabitants of Paradise will 

have that desire met, regardless if they 

be men or women. A woman will be 

married by Allah in Paradise to the one 

that she was married to in this life. Al-

lah states, ñOur Lord! And make them 

enter the Everlasting Gardens which 

you have promised them, and to the 

righteous among their fathers, their 

wives, and their offspringò (Ghafir: 8) 

If a woman had two husbands in this 

world, she will choose between them in 

Paradise. If a woman was not married 

in this life, Allah will marry her to the 

one who is pleasing to her in Paradise. 

The bounties of Paradise are not simply 

for the men. They are for men and 

women. Among those bounties is hav-

ing a spouse. One might then say, 

ñAllah has mentioned the hour al-ain as 

spouse for men and He did not mention 

any such spouse for women.ò The reply 

is: He mentions wives for the husbands 

because it is the husband who usually 

seeks such and he is the one who de-

sires it.                (Sheikh Ibn Uthaimin) 

Q U E S T I O N S  A N D  A N S W E R S 

Join in the race 
The Prophet (Peace be upon him) said: ñA 

dirham won the race against a hundred thou-

sand dirhams.ò A man asked, ñHow Oô Allahôs 

messenger?ò The Messenger (Peace be upon 

him) said, ñA man who had great wealth and 

who spent a hundred thousand dirhams from it 

in charity, in contrast to a man who has only 

two dirhams and gave away one in charity.ò 

ñMy date with Another womanò 

After 21 years of marriage, my wife wanted me 

to take another woman out to dinner and a 

movie. She said I love you but I know this 

other woman loves you and would love to 

spend some time with you. The other woman 

that my wife wanted me to visit was my 

MOTHER, who has b een a widow for 19 

years, but the demands of my work and my 

three children had made it possible to visit her 

only occasionally. 

  That night I called to invite her to go out for 

dinner and a movie."What's wrong, are you 

well," she asked? My mother is the type of 

woman who suspects that a late night call or a 

surprise invitation is a sign of bad news."I 

thought that it would be pleasant to be with 

you," I responded. "Just the two of us."She 

thought about it for a moment, and then said, "I 

would like that very much." 

  That Friday after work, as I drove over to pick 

her up I was a bit nervous. When I arrived at 

her house, I noticed that she, too, seemed to be 

nervous about our date. She waited in the door 

with her coat on. She had curled her hair and 

was wearing the dress that she had worn to 

celebrate her last wedding anniversary. She 

smiled from a face that was as radiant as an 

angel's."I told my friends that I was going to go 

out with my son, and they were impressed, "she 

said, as she got into the car."They can't wait to 

hear about our meeting". We went to a restau-

rant that, although not elegant, was very nice 

and cozy. My mother took my arm as if she 

were the First Lady. After we sat down, I had to 

read the menu. Half way through the entries, I 

lifted my eyes and saw Mom sitting there star-

ing at me. A nostalgic smile was on her lips "It 

was I who used to have to read the menu when 

you were small," she said."Then it's time that 

you relax and let me return the favor," I re-

sponded. During the dinner, we had an agree-

able conversation - nothing extraordinary, but 

catching up on recent events of each other's 

life. We talked so much that we missed the 

movie. As we arrived at her house later, she 

said, "I'll go out with you again, but only if you 

let me invite you." I agreed. "How was your 

dinner date?" asked my wife when I got home. 

                                  Continued on page 10é 
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They lie on the table side 

by side 

The Holy Quran and the 

TV Guide. 

One well worn and cher-

ished with pride 

Not the Quran, but the TV 

Guide. 

One is used daily to help 

folks decide. 

No, not the Quran, but the 

TV Guide. 

As the pages are turned, 

what shall they see. 

Oh, what does it matter, 

turn on the TV 

So they open the book in 

which they confide. 

No, not the Quran, but the 

TV Guide. 

The Word of Allah is sel-

dom read. 

Maybe a verse before they 

fall into bed. 

Exhausted and sleepy and 

tired as can be. 

Not from reading the 

Quran, from watching the 

TV 

So then back to the table 

side by side, 

Lie the Holy Quran and the 

TV Guide. 

No time for prayer, no time 

for the Word, 

The plan of uprightness is 

seldom heard. 

But forgiveness of sin, so 

full and free, 

Is found in the Quran, not 

on TV. 


