Secret of Success

Sir, "What is the se-
cret of your success a
reporter asked a bank

president?"

"Two words."

"And, Sir, what are
they?"

"Right decisions."
"And how do you
make right deci-
sions?"
"One word.'

"And, sir, What is
that?"

"Experience. "

"And how do you get
Experience?"

"Two words"

"And, Sir, what are
they?"

"Wrong decisions."
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VALENTINE'S DAY
History & Islamic Perspective

What is it and where did it with this day was the lashing ofith a lottery of the names

come from? young women by two younghe saints. The idea was t
Consider Valentine's Day, men, clad only in a bit of goatduring the following year th
day that after dying out a we skin and wielding goatskinyoung men would emulate t
deserved death in most thongs, who had been smearki® of the saint whose na

Europe (but surviving in Brit with blood of sacrificial goatghey had drawn. (The idea t
ain and United States) has st and dogs. A lash of the "sacreggbu can preserve the appe
denly started to emerge acrc ance of a popular evil and

a good swath of Muslim cout somehow turn it to serve t
tries. Who was Valentine purpose of virtue, has survive
Why is this day observec Look at all those people w
Legends abound, as they do are still trying, helplessly,

all such cases, but this much use the formats of popular te
clear: Valentine's Day beg: vision entertainments to pr
as a pagan ritual started mote good. They might lea
Romans in the 4th centu something from this bit of hid
BCE to honor the god Lupe tory. It failed miserably) Chri
cus. The main attraction of th thongs by these "holy men" waganity ended up doing in Ro

ritual was a lottery held to dis believed to make them bettend elsewhere, as the Rom;
tribute young women to your able to bear children. As usualid. The only success it had

men for “"entertainment ar Christianity tried, without sucin changing the name from L
pleasure*-until the next year' cess, to stop the evil celebratigercalia to St. Valentine's D4
lottery. Among other equall of Lupercalia. It first replaced th& was done in CE 496 by Po
despicable practices associa lottery of the names of womefelasius, in honor of so

Continued

The Month Of Safe

Definition name was assigned it was prol@e., its people would all leave
The month of Safar is one dfly a windy time of the yearwhen they travelled during thig
the twelve Hijri months, and iHowever, being a lunar calendamonth. It was also said that th
is the month which comes afteghe months shift about 11 daysonth is named Safar becau
M u h a r r a m .everyyear so, the seasons do timy used to raid other tribes {
The word Safar meansecessarily correspond to thhis time, and they would leav
"whistling of the wind". Asname of the month anymor¢hose whom they encounterq
most of the months were namesbome of the (scholars) said thaereft of their possession
according to weather condit is so named because of tifsifran min aimat aia iée),

tions, at the time when thiemptying (isfaar) of Makkah

Continued o
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they would take all their belongings away and THE DAILY DUA
they would leave them with nothing.

Words of Wisdom  [{EEsgledild) MYF 3yl x A
This time of the year was considered to|bedr j b M F = %
(IRY(IINsIETa Ml SISWARLeIE cLrsed as many catastrophes and calamities took g ¢
will reap trust place. However this belief has been proven|to _
RV T el e[t - STl 0 false and totally without foundation and| isF 3 Arj b ®»wm -
You will reap friends further confirmed by the following Hadith asf 3 K CKFm #© 73
ili reported by Jabir (RA): n K KOPRXFE T
It you plant humility, "I have heard the ProphefSAW) saying, th ) F
If vou blant perseverance descending of illness and evil superstition bef
youp per ing in the month of Safar is untruéViuslim) T i ion: Rabb LaT
You will reap Vlctory It was narrated that Abu Hurairah said: trerips lteration: Rabbana kﬁ ua-
RTINS ISR \iessenger of Allah (peace and blessings of hizna In Na5|r|1a Aaou A htang Tab
LU CIIRWIINEETIMEIGN | ah be upon him) sai :anﬁa(l '@Aﬁa%rae ;i?ﬁ )m: nq
mony contagious disease is conveyed without Alla & ma aho otl-a
s : abbana Wala Tuhammilna Ma La
| RY/IVNoIE=Tal M =T ANY/o]{ "SI permission), nor is there any bad omen (ff agata Lana Bih
You will reap su_ccess birds), nor is_there any Hamah, nor is there arll_)éna Warhamna Anta Maoulana Ean-
RV VR ET R (o TV -l (Pad omen in the month of) Safar, and e ha AGl al Qaoum
You will reap reconcilia- should run away from the leper as one rins

tion away from a lion 6 ( Nar r @®tkead, 3 _sIa'u X Our Lord!Take us notto
5387; Muslim, 2220) taskK if we forget or fall into error. Our

If you plant openness, Performing a sacrifice on the™6day of this| Lord! Lay not upon us such a burden g

You will reap intimacy NS EEREBrNR e You did lay upon those before us. Our
LRI LUCHIEEINEIY \ o specific modes of worship or special rulesrd! Impose not on us that which we

NLRCERRIICUCIE e r e set by the Shari PhaRnotife stPeRghh §o'b¥al grdntul

If you plant faith, You -
; . ’ forgiveness and have mercy on us. Y
will reap miracles SIGNIFICANT EVENTS g yor )
are our Protector. Help us against thog

But éé.
R TE e A L Battle of Abwaa took place on'12f Safar in| Who deny the truth.
You will reap distrust. | A . _ _
If you plant selfishness, 2. Battle of .Khalbar took place in thel year 7 Al_alone in any case If you are appointed
You will reap loneliness 3. Al (RA) married tmha&ogd?idnpdp Voartl-()ﬁ's-ca(m&%
) ter Fatima (RA) in the latter days of Safar 2 AHhim until | get him admitted into Paradi
LRSIRCEURUCAN I | < haib Ibn Adey (RA) was martyred in SaFhereafter he turns to his dead comn
will reap destruction far in the year 4 AH in Makkah ion and says, 'l am the Qur'an, which
IRYCINNCIERIRCIYAR (I 5 7aid Ibn Dathina (RA) was martyred in thissed to read, sometimes in a loud v
will reap trouble month in the year 4 AH in Makkah and sometimes in a low voice. Do
If you plant laziness, You worry. After the interrogation of Munkd
will reap stagnation. and Nakeer, you will have no grief.'

If you plant bitterness, i ; When the interrogation is over, the ha
You will reap isolation A Beautiful Hadith some man arranges for him from -4

IR R e N VIl Rasulullah (Sallallahu alaihe wasallam) s%@'i”' /?l'f“'a (“_‘eh angek's in Heaven)
will reap loss ‘When a man dies there stands an extrenR@§/ding filled with musk.
AV IR ERI R[S MR Ze|TIll handsome man by his head. When the dead bﬁ%

mag dr c

F 3
F 3
ZE_T DY BbIKOF aH\YloF

You will reap greatness

: : is shrouded, that man gets in between the shrogulullah (Sallallahu alaihe wasalls
will reap enemies ! N gets In Detw said: 'On the Day of Judgment, bef

Allah, no other Intercessor will have
fLeater status than the Qur'an, neithg
pEpphet nor an angel.’

If you plant worries, You and the chest of the deceased.

will reap wrinkles
If you plant sin, You will
reap guilt

When after the burial, the people return ho
two angels, Munkar and Nakeer (names of t
special Angels), come in the grave and try t . - -
separate this handsome man so that they magl%gse bkeep forwsrdlnlg”thr:s I-S|a(|1||tt|1|
able to interrogate the dead man in privacy ab bth“" ecatljlse a.sollj_ u|Pa (Sa I? i
his faith. But the handsome man says, 'He is%ﬁ/ e wasallam) said: "Pass on kno

companion, he is my friend. | will not leave hiff'9¢ from me even 'f it is only one vers
ay Allah bestow this favor on all of u

AMEEN
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Rather, most people think of rgenounce his faith were useless, and so
mance, cupid and his arrow, whidkcommended he be beaten with clubs,
are vestiges of pagan Rome. and later beheaded. This took place on
February 14, 270.
Pagan origins of Valentine's Day
According to the Catholic encyclope-
The first information about this day igia, there are at least three different
found in preChristian Rome, whersaint Valentines, all of whom are
8l pagans would celebrate the "Feast®Hristian martyrs of February 14. One
gl the Wolf" on February 15, alsgf them is described as a priest from

) ) known as the Feast of Lupercalius fome (as mentioned above), another as
Saint Valentine. There are as manlyonor of Februata Juno, the Rom@fshop of Interamna (modern Terni),

as 50 different Valentines in Chrisgoddess of women and marriage, aqgd the third from Africa.

tian legends. Two of them are mor®an, Roman god of nature. It was in the year 496 that Pope Ge-
famous, although their lives and On this day, young women woulgisjus officially changed the February
characters are also shrouded in myptace their names in an urn, frons |upercalia festival to the February
tery. According to one legend, anavhich boys would randomly draw t@4 St. Valentine's Day to give Christian
the one more in line with the truediscover their physical companion fgfeaning to a pagan festival. The holi-
nature of this celebration, St. Valenthe day, the year, and sometimes @, became popular in the United
tine was a "lovers™ saint, who hadest of their lives. These partners egtates in the 1800's during the Civil
himself fallen in love with his changed gifts as a sign of affectiopy/ar.

jailer's d aughter.andoften married.

_ As well, Pope Gelasius ordered a slight
Due to serious troubles that accontChristian Influence change in the lottery for young women

panied such lottery, French govern- that would take place during the pagan

ment banned the practice in 1776. IWhen Christianity came onto thgstival. Instead of the names of young

Italy, Austria, Hungry, and Germanyscene in Rome, it wanted to replag®men, the box would have the names

also the ritual vanished over thehis feast with something more in lingf saints. Men and women were al-

years. Earlier, it had been banned with its ethics and morality. A numpwed to draw from the box, and the

England during the 17th centuryper of Christians decided to use Fefurpose of this was to copy the ways of

when the Puritans were strongiuary 14 for this purpose. This wage saint they had selected for the rest
when the Italian Bishop Valentingf the year.

However in 1660 Charles Il revivedwas executed by the Roman Emperor

it. From there it also reached th&€laudius Il for conducting secreyalentine's Day Customs

New World, where enterprisingmarriages of military men in the year

Yankees spotted a good means @f70. A number of the customs connected to

making money. Esther A. Howland, Valentine's Day originate in the belief
who produced one of the first comClaudius Il decided that single maR England and France during the mid-

mercial American Valentine’s Daymade better soldiers than those wigle Ages, that on February 14, birds
cards called- what else-- valen- wives and families, so he outlawaskgan to pair.

tines, in the 1840s, sold $5,000narriage for young, single men, who

worth--when $5,000 was a lot ofmade up his military. Valentine deggurteenth and 15th centuries' French
money-the first year. The valentinefied Claudius and performed magnd English literatures make indirect
industry has been booming everiages for young couples in secrebferences to the practice. Those who

since. When his actions were revealeghose each other as husband and wife

Claudius put him to death. Anothgh Valentine's Day apparently called
The history of Valentine's Dayversion of the story says that ValeBach other their VValentines.

serves as a powerful lesson for Musine was a holy priest in Rome, wh@ terms of the Valentine's greeting
lims. St. Valentine became a Sairttelped Christians escape harsh Reour Valentine” which today you find
trying to resist free love. Evenman prisons where they were ofte/hy a number of Valentine's Day cards,
though there was an attempt tbeaten and tortured. the abovementioned Roman priest
Christianize it, today St. Valentine's Valentine actually sent the first
Day is gone back to its roots. No on¥alentine was arrested and sent to thglentine’ greeting himself.
even knows that the Church eveprefect of Rome for this. He found
tried to ban the St. Valentine's Daythat his attempts to make Valentine

Continued on page 9...
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Interesting Sto gk

ABest SustenanceofiThe Ol d Soc khesé words to the son: "My boy,
One day, the father of a very wealthf wise and saintly rich man, sensingur late father entrusted me with a
family took his son on a trip to thhis approaching death, called his skatter which | was to hand over to
country with the express purpose tuf his side and gave him these instryou after his departure. Here, this
showing him how poor people livdions: "My son, | shall be leaving yoletter belongs to you." So saying, he
They spent a couple of days and nighery shortly. On the day when | digave him an envelope. Taken by
on the farm of what would be consiénd they have washed my body asdrprise, the boy opened the enve-
ered a very poor familycome to wrap itin the shroud, | watbpe and read out the contents of his
On their return from their trip, the fayou to put one of my socks on nfather's letter.
ther asked his son, "How was tHeot. This is my final request of you." "My son, all this wealth and prop-
trip?2o0 . "t wa s Sgon aftet this, tbeaadd. man didDrertg | hawe deft to you. Now you
see how poor people live?" the fathdeed die, leaving behind his goods asek: at the last moment, they won't
asked. "Oh yeah," said the son. "So, tetbperty, his children and his depeneven let you give me an old sock to
me, what you learned from the trip®hts. Family, friends, acquaintanceg&ar. When you yourself come one
asked the father. The son answeredahd neighbors attended his funerdhy to be in my condition they will
saw that we have one dog and they hte body had been washed and vedso refuse to let you keep anything
four. We have a pool that reaches to tlenost completely wrapped in theut your shroud. Eight yards of
middle of our garden and they haveshroud, when the son remembered &isoud are all you will be able to
creek that has no end. We have ifather's wish. Finding one of his oldarry over from this fleeting world
ported lanterns in our garden and thgsgcks, he handed it to the washeriofo the Hereafter. So pull yourself
have the stars at night. Our patibe dead, saying, "In accordance wiibgether and be prepared. Spend the
reaches to the front yard and they hawy father's last request, please put tfastune | have left you, not for the
the whole horizon. We have a smalbck on his foot.""That is quite impossatisfaction of vain desires, but in
piece of land to live on and they hawible:' said the man. "Such a thingvgys pleasing to Allah, that you
fields that go beyond our sight. We hauéterly impermissible in Islam. | canmay achieve honor in both worlds."
servants who serve us, but they servet act agai nst ‘'lSikerce iS myalifd..Sierdce S myDe s pi
others. We buy our food, but they grotliis valid objection, the son insistetlyorld...Silence is my Beautiful
theirs. We have walls around our profifhat was my father's final request; BROON."
erty to protect us; they have friends moust certainly be carried out."The ~ . .
protect them." The boy's father wagasher of the dead was unmoved. "If N And he died!o
speechless. you won't take my word for it," hé* S hoab was about to
Then his son add esald, "gofahc ask tkesmufb.aHe wit @ ra rul er and he bec
showing me how poor we are." Isréonfirm what | tell you, that itisnoe manéo But at that
perspective a wonderful thing? Mak@ermissible." Holding up the funeraticed a tray of food being brought to
you wonder what would happen if wihey consulted the mufti, preachefigem. He paused as he was staring
all gave thanks for everything we havend scholars, all of whom declareg o tasty food. The ruler said,
instead of worrying about what we dorhat this was not permissible in Islam. v d then?ao A
have. Appreciate every single thing ydwst then, an aged friend of the dje— €s...an , . en-o |
have! ceased interrupted the debate wiirAnd he died! o

AiThe Red Ma r'Hdyers gpod, Barry. How's youtome?"
Ma?" "Not exactly but almost."

Babs Miller was bagging some ear'l'f/:ine, getting stronger all the time." "Tell you what. Take this sack of
potatoes for me. | noticed a small, def@ood. Anything | can help yoypeas home with you and next trip

freshly picked green pea. | paid for myvould you like to take some home?fi Sur e wi | I . Thanks Mr
potatoes but was also drawn to the di8lo, Sir. Got nothing to pay for themMrs. Miller, who had been standing

p|ay of fresh green peas. | am a pugth." nearby, came OV-er to help me. With

over for creamed peas and new pot¥/ell, what have you to trade me fa smile she said, "There are two

toes. Pondering the peas, | couldn't h&fpme of those peas?" other boys like him in our commu-
overhearing the conversation betwee! | got is my prize marble here.” nity, all three are in very poor cir-

Mr. Miller and the ragged boy next tdS that right? Let me see it." cumstances. Jim just loves to bar-

me. "Here it is. She's a dandy." gain with them for peas, apples,

"Hello Barry, how are you today?" | can see that. Hmmmmm, only thingmatoes, or whatever. When they

"Hello, Mr. Miller. Fine, thank you. Justs this one is blue and I sort of go f@ome back with their red marbles,

e » red. Do you have a red one like this at
admiring them peas sure look good. Continued on page 10...
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WOMENOS CO

QUESTIONS AND ANSWER S iMy date with A

Q: We know that when the men go téfter 21 years of marriage, my wife wanted me

Paradise they shall have wives fronp take another woman out to dinner and a

the hoor atd ei n. Ho we ygRié. she sMd fovk you but | know this "6LGH E\ 6
\;vp?c:zigsggr tnoOtIZaradlse shall they h"’Wc';ther woman loves you and would love to
A: When talking about the bounties §P€nd Some time with yolihe other woman  They lie on the table side
Paradise, Al l ah %at;twiewantedimegouisitavasymy y o u by side

shall have all that your inneelves MOTHER, who has b een a widow for 19 The Holy Quran and the

desires_, and therein you shall have (3lBars, but the demands of my work and my o Tl\I/ Guide. .
for which you ask. An entertainmenfree children had made it possible to visit her ~ v;:edwqrr:l and cher-
from (Allah), the OftForgiving, Most Ished with pride

Merciful.o (Fussi ?”'% occasiopglly. — 5, Not the Quran, but the TV
All ah also ( state Sjl"aE ”'%‘iﬁﬁaﬂé}} P @v&e N8 to go outfor ~ Guide.
therein all t dsaves diNNgy gand gympyes What's wrang, are you ~ One is used dglly to help
could desire, all that the eyes coul¢ell.” she asked? My mother is the type of folks decide.
delight in, and you will abide thereiwoman who suspects that a late night call or 440, not the Quran, but the
f or ev ezukhraf: 7Q)A surprise invitation is a sign of bad news."| TV Guide.

Itis given that having a spouse is onebyght that it would be pleasant to be with Aswtr?:tﬁ%istﬁé; ;uerged,

the most sought after desires Of\:{%u," | responded. "Just the two of us."She Oh, what does it matter,
h

soul. The inhabitants of Paradise . o
have that desire met, regardless if t ught about it for a moment, and then said, "l  turn on the TV

be men or women. A woman will b@ould like that very much.” So they open the book in
married by Allah in Paradise to the ond hat Friday after work, as | drove over to pick Which they confide.
that she was married to in this life. Aer up | was a bit nervous. When | arrived at N0, not the Quran, but the

lah states, AOur héradusk!l nofbeddhataiie koo, sdeed one 1V OUGe.
enter the Everlasting Gardens whigh. o5 about our date. She waited in the door

you have promised them, and to th . dom read.
righteous among their fathers, thevls?;fth her coat on. She had curled her hair and pmaybe a verse before they

wives, and their W \f/eglrlpg ﬂi]eﬁjrg?%? thz(\t 2R had womnto g )y fallinto bed.

If a woman had two husbands in tHi€lebrate her last wedding anniversary. She Exhausted and sleepy and
world, she will choose between them #miled from a face that was as radiant as an tired as can be.
Paradise. If a woman was not marriegigel's."l told my friends that | was going to go_ Vot from reading the

in this life, Allah will marry her to thegyt with my son, and they were impressed, wsfgran, from watching the

one who is pleasing to her in Paradise: ; " , : v

The bounties of Paradise are not sim%]l%l:r’ :sosufleogftnllr;t;)titnhe" C\?\;.eween)f[ f:r;tr:’;g:?SO then back to the table

for the men. They are for men an 9. i side by side,

women. Among those bounties is ha@nt that, although not elegant, was very niceLie the Holy Quran and the

ing a spouse. One might then safd cozy. My mother took my arm as if she _ 'I;V Guide. _

AAl 1l ah has me ndiniaswee the First badyh After we satidown, | had 9 tlmfe ?Lpr\?‘vye:j’ no time
or the Word,

spouse for men and He did not mentiggad the menu. Half way through the entries, | : _
any suc h ~Spouse f lifed mVeR/ 8 &nidy sal MJnf‘sﬁtingrtr%rE %ta)f-The plar|1d0f Uﬂrlghéness 'S
Is: He mentions wives for the husban@ at me. A nostalgic smile was on her lips "It S o e
because it is the husband who usua But forgiveness of sin, so
seeks such and he is the one who 4&S | who used to have_to read the menu when full.and free,
sires it. (Sheikh Ibn Uthaiminyou were small,” she said."Then it's time that Is found in the Quran, not
you relax and let me return the favor," | re- onTV.
I I sponded. During the dinner, we had an agree-

J Oln I n th e ra ! able conversationnothing extraordinary, but

The Prophet (Peace @ehidgRiP on rdténfeventsdf ehch othét's

dirham won the race against a hundred thou- .
sand dirhams. o A ma nﬂ!fle!agvﬁ tglggd S% rnucvr\]/th%twepfs?eg ﬁhﬁ

S
messenger?0 The Mes @QY{% @‘$ We(ag'geﬁéiteherk%guseul?at%r’r]S%e
him) said, AA man w8ad Hlhap oy withypu again, byt pnlydfyau
who spent a hundred thousand dirhams fronteit me invite you." | agreed. "How was your

in charity, in contrast to a man who has omdynner date?" asked my wife when I got home.

two dirhams and gave away one in charity.o B
Continued on page 10¢é
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