
  

of the community. In some coun-

tries, it is a place where the tribal 

Imam is buried and worshipped. In 

other countries, it is a place that 

only prayers may be performed 

therein; absolutely nothing else 

will be tolerated. And in yet other 

countries, not even prayers are 

performed in it, so-much-so the 

country may finally decide to con-

vert it into a museum or a church. 

Dear brothers and sisters, I would 

like to introduce you to our friend, 

the Masjid:  

In the literal term, Masjid means a 

place of prostration. However, in 

the technical sense, a Masjid is 

any clean place on earth, as the 

Messenger of Allah (P.B.U.H) 

said: “The earth was made for me 

a Masjid [i.e. a place to pray], 

pure” (Bukhari).  

However, a specific place was 

attributed to the word Masjid (the 

By Muhammad Alshareef 

Do you know the last public 

place where the Messenger of 

Allah (P.B.U.H) was seen? He 

was seen in the Masjid. About 

three days before he passed 

away, Abu Bakr (May Allah be 

pleased with him) was leading 

the prayer and the Masjid was 

full of men and women. The 

Prophet‟s house opened up to 

the Masjid; there was a curtain 

separating his room and the 

prayer hall. He opened the cur-

tain, saw the congregation, and 

saw his khalifah (Caliph), Abu 

Bakr (May Allah be pleased 

with him), leading the prayer. 

The Prophet (P.B.U.H) smiled 

like the moon. The companions 

saw him while they were in 

prayer, and from their happiness, 

almost lost control of the prayer. 

The Prophet (P.B.U.H) then 

drew his curtain, and three days 

later returned to his Lord 

( A l m i g h t y ) . 

During the life of the Prophet 

(P.B.U.H), there was a woman 

who used to sweep the Masjid 

with her hands, picking up the 

dirt and disposing of it. In the 

sight of the community her 

status was not that high, but in 

the sight of Allah and her Mes-

senger (P.B.U.H), she held a 

different rank. She passed away 

one night and the Companions, 

not wanting to disturb the 

Prophet (P.B.U.H), washed and 

buried her without informing 

him. The next day, the Prophet 

(P.B.U.H) recognized her ab-

sence and inquired about her. 

They told him about her demise 

and how they had not wanted to 

disturb him. The Prophet 

(P.B.U.H) was not happy at the 

action they took. He went to her 

grave and prayed for her there.  

What is a Masjid? Many have 

misunderstood the role that the 

Masjid plays in the development 

Praise be to Allah who said: “And 

for those who fears the time 

when they will be standing be-

fore their Lord, there shall be 

two gardens ( in  Para-

dise).” [Sûrah al-Rahmân: 46] 

May Allah bestow His peace and 

blessings on His Prophet who 

said: “If you knew what I know, 

you would laugh little and weep 

much" [Sahîh al-Bukhârî (4621, 

6486, 7295) and Sahîh Muslim 

(2359)] And may Allah be pleased 

with the Companions who wept 

upon hearing this hadîth (Saying). 

It is right for us to have fear of that 

day that we all have to face. That 

Day of Resurrection is a day of 

distress and deep regret. It is that 

long and ominous Day in which all 

humanity will stand before their 

Lord. On that day, fear will make 

the pregnant woman miscarry. Peo-

ple will be as if they are drunk but 

they shall not be drunk save that the 

severity of Allah‟s punishment will 

make them that way. On that day, 

fear will make the hair on the heads 

of small children turn gray. We 

should seriously start to prepare 

ourselves for that day, since it is the 

crossroads on the long journey of 

our existence. From there, we will 

head either to Paradise or to the 

Hellfire. Those who enter paradise 

will dwell there for all eternity in 

Our Masjid 

Preparing ourselves for the Hereafter. 
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Abu Darda said to his 

wife, “If you see that I 

am angry, then appease 

me; and if I see that you 

are angry, I will ap-

pease you-otherwise 

why should we keep 

company with one an-

other?” When this say-

ing reached Imam 

Zuhri, he said, “That is 

how Companionship 

should be.” 

“This is how Friend-

ship should be”  

“Each person spends 

from which He has” 

Al-Masih bin Meryam 

(Jesus) passed by a 

gathering of Jews who 

spoke evil words to 

him to which he re-

sponded with kind-

ness. It was said to 

him, “Why do you 

reply to their evil with 

good?” and he an-

swered, “Each person 

spends from which he 

has.” 
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T H E   Y O U N G   M U S L I M 
Month of Jammadu-

lawal 

DEFINITION    This is the first 

month of summer, and "Jumada" 

literally means dry. This month 

has no special rules and no spe-

cific customs are practiced dur-

ing it.  

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1. The Battle "Mu‟tah" took 

place in 8 AH, a war against 

infidels in which the Holy 

Prophet (P.B.U.H) did not par-

ticipate.  The battle is named 

after a famous city in Syria 

(Mu‟tah is a place near Al-

Balqa‟ which is in Asham 

(Syria, Jordan, Palestine and 

Lebanon combined)).  Zaid Ibn 

Haritha (May Allah be pleased 

with him) was the first appointed 

G e n e r a l  b y  t h e  H o l y 

Prophet (P.B.U.H) 
2. In the same battle Khalid Ibn 

Walid (4th general of the Battle 

of Mu‟tah) was proclaimed by 

the Holy Prophet (P.B.U.H) as 

being "one of the swords of 

Allah" 
3. The expedition of Al-

U‟shairah took place exactly 16 

months after the Hijrah in which 

Allah‟s Messenger (P.B.U.H) 

made a treaty with Bani Mudlij 

and their allies, Bani Dhamrah. 
4. The expedition of Dhaat Ar-

Riqa‟ took place in 2 AH. Al-

lah‟s Messenger (P.B.U.H) set 

out in the direction of Najd(an 

area of Eastern Arabia) seeking 

to confront Bani Maharib and 

Bani Tha‟labah from Ghatafan, 

however no battle took place. 
5. The battle of Ajnadin took 

place in 15 AH between the 

Muslims under the leadership of 

Amr bin Al-As, Abu „Ubaidah 

and Shurahbil, and the Romans 

under the leadership of Al-

Qubuqlar (or Wardan). The 

Romans were defeat and their 

leader was killed. 
DEATHS 

6. Zaid Ibn Haritha, Ja'far Ibn 

Abi Talib and Abdullah Ibn 

Rawaahah (May Allah be 

pleased with them) met martyr-

dom in 8 AH  

7. Abdullah Ibn Uthman (May 

Allah be pleased with him)  

passed away 
8. Abdul Muttalib, the grandfa-

t h e r  o f  t h e  H o l y 

Prophet (P.B.U.H) passed away 

32 years prior to prophecy 

perpetual happiness and en-

joyment, while those who go 

to Hell will face torture, and 

the denizens of Hell will find 

to their distress that they have 

eternal lives as well. 

We must, however, have an 

optimistic outlook regarding 

our Lord. His mercy is truly 

vast for those who believe in 

Him and worship Him sin-

cerely and it always takes 

precedence to His wrath. The 

Prophet (peace be upon him) 

has told us that Allah is more 

merciful to us than a de-

voted mother is to her new-

born child. [Sahîh al-Bukhârî 

(5999) and Sahîh Muslim 

(2754)] 

The fear that we have of the 

Day of Resurrection should 

motivate us to be more de-

voted in worship and more 

ready to engage in good deeds. 

We should pray and fast more 

often and renew our efforts to 

make pilgrimage. We should 

be good to our families and 

show kindness to our parents. 

There are many different ways 

to do well. 

This same fear should help us 

to abstain from sinful acts and 

disobedience to Allah. This 

fear, then, will actually have a 

positive effect on us. It is not a 

negative fear that will make us 

inactive and despair of Allah‟s 

mercy. 

Activities to prepare us for 

the hereafter 

The following activities are 

very helpful in helping a Mus-

lim prepare for that dreadful 

day, “a day wherein they will 

be brought forth and noth-

ing about them will be hid-

den from Allah.” [Sûrah 

Ghâfir: 16] 

1. We should read the Qur‟an 

and contemplate its meanings. 

We should consider its rulings 

and appreciate the good that it 

promises us as well as the 

warnings that it gives us. 

 

2. We should read about the 

life of the Prophet (peace be 

upon him). We should study how 

he conducted himself in obedi-

ence to Allah and how he ab-

stained from overindulgence in 

worldly pleasures. 

3. We should likewise read the 

biographies of the Companions 

and those who followed after 

them and look at how they strove 

to attain success in the Hereafter. 

4. We should often contemplate 

the inevitability of death. We 

should be aware of the trials that 

follow in the grave and during the 

resurrection. We should visualize 

ourselves standing before Allah, 

the most scrupulous and just of 

judges. We should think about 

the bridge that we will have to 

cross in order to attain salvation, 

a bridge from which many will 

slip and fall to their destruction. 

We should think about the joy 

that will be experienced by the 

people of Paradise and the suffer-

ing and sorrow of the denizens of 

Hell. 

We need to always keep in mind 

that death can come to us at any 

moment. How do we wish to 

meet our Lord? Do we wish to do 

so in a state of grace and obedi-

ence or would we like to do so 

w h i l e  en g a g e d  i n  s i n ? 

 Ibn `Umar relates to us that the 

prophet (peace be upon him) once 

put his hand on his shoulder and 

said to him: “Be in the world as 

if you are a wayfarer or a 

stranger passing through.” 
Because of this, Ibn `Umar would 

often say: “When night falls, do 

not look forward to the dawn 

and when day breaks do not 

anticipate the night. Take full 

advantage of your health before 

you succumb to illness and of 

your life before death overtakes 

you.” [Sahîh al-Bukhârî (6416)] 

5. We need to seriously study to 

acquire Islamic knowledge. When 

we acquire more knowledge of 

our religion, we become more 

aware of Allah and more God-

fearing. Allah says: “The only 

people who fear Allah from 

among His servants are those 

who possess knowledge.” 

6. We should keep company with 

pious people, especially those 

who have Islamic knowledge and 

those who are engaged in calling 

others to Islam. Likewise, we 

should avoid the company of sinful 

and unscrupulous people. Good 

company helps us to purify our 

hearts. We also find support in such 

people for our efforts to do what is 

right. Conversely, bad company 

hardens our heart. Immoral people 

encourage us to do immoral things. 

Also, when our hearts become hard-

ened, we become far away from 

Allah and more attached to worldly 

things. 

7. We should always keep in mind 

that this world is a transient place. 

Those who enjoy the pleasures of 

this world will not be able to take 

those pleasures with them. They 

have only their deeds to send before 

them. Allah says: “On the Day 

when every soul will find itself 

confronted with all that it has 

done of good and all that it has 

done of evil, and every soul will 

long that there might be a mighty 

space of distance between it and 

that evil. Allah bids you beware 

of Him. And Allah is full of pity 

for His servants.” [Sûrah Âl 

`Imrân: 30] 

No matter how great this world may 

seem to us, it is in truth quite insig-

nificant. No matter how enduring it 

may appear right now, it is as fleet-

ing as a night that must end at an-

other sunrise. Our worldly lives will 

come to an end at the grave. 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) 

said: “The life of this world com-

pared to the Hereafter is as if one 

of you were to put his finger in 

the ocean and take it out again 

then compare the water that re-

mains on his finger to the water 

that remains in the ocean.” [Sahîh 

Muslim (2858)] 

8. Lastly, we must spend more time 

in sincere supplication to our Lord. 

We should ask Him to make the 

Hereafter dearer to us and to make 

us less fond of the world. We 

should beseech Him to grant us 

Paradise with all of its delights and 

to spare us His wrath. Truly, Allah 

hears and answers our prayers. 

By: Sheikh Khâlid Husayn Source: 

Islam today.com 
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Our Masjid 

place where the 5 daily prayers are 

held). This was done in order to distin-

guish the Masjid from the Musallah (the 

place where Eid prayers are held and so 

forth, so that the rules of the Masjid do 

not apply to it). 

Masjid is a word derived from sujood, 

or prostration. The Masjid, or place of 

prostration, was named such due the 

honorable position the sujood 

(Prostration) holds in Salah (Prayer). 

Thus, it was not called marka‟ derived 

from ruku‟ (bowing position during the 

prayer).. 

The first house of Allah ever built on 

earth was the Ka‟bah. Allah (Almighty) 

says: Verily, the first House [of wor-

ship] appointed for mankind was that at 

Bakkah [Makkah], full of blessing, and 

guidance for Al-Aalameen (A‟le-Imran 

3/96). 

And Allah (Almighty) commanded us 

to honor and enliven the Masjid with 

His  remembrance:  “In  houses 

[Masajid], which Allah has ordered to 

be raised, in them His name is glorified 

in the mornings, and in the eve-

nings” (An-Noor 24/36). 

Ibn Abbaas, Mujahid, and Al-Hasan 

commented: “The „houses‟ are those 

masajid that were dedicated to the wor-

ship of Allah. And verily, the Masajid 

light up the earth for the inhabitants of 

the heavens, just as stars light up the 

heavens for the inhabitants of the 

earth.” 

Everyone wants to build a retirement 

home to be proud of, so listen to this 

offer. The Messenger of Allah 

(P.B.U.H) said: “Whoever builds a 

Masjid, seeking the pleasure of Allah, 

Allah shall build a house for him in 

Paradise” (Bukhari). 

He (P.B.U.H) also said: “The most be-

loved places to Allah on earth are the 

Masajid, and the most hated places to 

Allah on earth are the mar-

kets” (Muslim). 

The Masjid has played a variety of roles 

in our history. Here is a short tour of 

some of the roles that the Masjid has 

played:  

Children: The Masjid was a place 

where the children would accompany 

their parents and grow up under the 

shade of its walls. Abu Qataadah nar-

rated: “The Messenger of Allah 

(P.B.U.H) used to pray and carry Um-

amah, the daughter of Zaynab. When he 

would fall into prostration, he would rest 

her aside. And when he stood up again, 

he would again pick her up” (Bukhari).  

Education: The Masjid was the nucleus 

of education. Throughout history, the 

masjid was the university that graduated 

scholars and imams. To name only a 

few, we have Masjid of Al-Azhar, Mas-

jid Al-Umawee in Syria, and Masjid Az-

Zaytoonah in Tunis. 

The Prophet (P.B.U.H) said:  

“No gathering gathers in a house from 

the houses of Allah, reciting the book of 

Allah and teaching it to one another, 

except that serenity befalls them, mercy 

envelops them, the angels surround them 

and Allah mentions them to [the inhabi-

tants of the heavens]” (Muslim).  

Organization: The Masjid is where 

hundreds of Muslims come; all in 

straight rows; all following the lead of 

Allahu Akbar (Allah is the greatest); all 

beginning when the imam (The one lead-

ing the prayer) begins; all ending when 

the imam ends. Shelter for the weak and 

traveling: In Masjid An-Nabawi, we 

know that there was a platform, known 

as the Suffah. The poor and the strangers 

would find shelter there, and the Mes-

senger of Allah (P.B.U.H) would grant 

them shares of the collected charity. 

Socializing: The Masjid is where the 

Muslims would meet one another. When 

someone missed a prayer, he was in-

quired about and followed up on. Rela-

tionships were reared, brotherhood was 

built. 

Think tank: When important issues came 

up, the Prophet (P.B.U.H) would gather the 

Companions in the Masjid and consult 

them on the matter. 

Charity: The charity would be collected 

and distributed from the Masjid. It was in 

the Masjid that the Prophet (P.B.U.H) said: 

“Give, if only with a half a date.” 

Serenity: Whenever the Prophet (P.B.U.H) 

felt sad he would go and pray. And he 

(P.B.U.H) would say to Bilal, “Relax us 

with [the prayer] O Bilal.” 

The Rights of the Masjid  

The Masjid is the house of Allah 

(Almighty), and it has rights like anything 

else. Amongst these rights are the follow-

ing:  

First: When someone enters the Masjid, 

they should pray 2 raka‟ before sitting 

down. The Prophet (P.B.U.H) said: “If any 

of you enters the Masjid, let him not sit 

down until he prays 2 raka‟.” 

 

Second: No business should take place in 

the Masjid. The Messenger of Allah 

(P.B.U.H) said:  

“Whoever sells in the Masjid, say to them, 

„May Allah not grant success in your sale.” 

 

Third: The Masjid must be kept clean and 

fresh smelling. The Prophet (P.B.U.H) 

said: “Whoever eats from this tree [i.e. 

garlic] should not attend our place of 

prayer.” 

 

Fourth: Advice should be given to fellow 

Muslims. When the Prophet (P.B.U.H) 

would see someone not praying correctly 

he would advise them to repeat their prayer 

and teach them how to pray. 

 

Fifth: Allah (Almighty) should be remem-

bered much during one‟s stay in the Mas-

jid. As Allah (Almighty) says:  

“O ye who believe, remember Allah with 

much remembrance.” (Al-Ahzab 33/42). 

And finally, Allah (Almighty) tells us of 

the kind of people that are recognized as 

the people of the Masjid.  

“In it are men that love to purify them-

selves, and Allah loves those who make 

themselves pure” (At-Tauba 9/108). 

May Allah (Almighty) give us the blessing 

of being amongst those that establish the 

Masjid and are included amongst those 

whom Allah (Almighty) loves.  
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         WOMENõS CORNER 
My Mother, My Best Friend 

By Muhammad Alshareef 

Aseer ibn Jaabir narrates: Whenever people 

would come from Yemen, Umar would ask them, 

"Is Uways Al-Qaranee amongst you?" until, one 

year, he met Uways. He said, "Are you Uways Al 

Qaranee?"  

He said, "Yes."  

Umar continued, "From Muraad, then Qaran?"  

He said, "Yes."  

Umar then asked, "Were you once afflicted with 

leprosy and your skin healed except for a dir-

ham's area?"  

Uways said, "Yes."  

Umar finally asked, "Do you have a mother (that 

is alive)?"  

He said, "Yes."  

Umar then said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah 

(P.B.U.H) say, 'Uways ibn Aamir will come to 

you with the delegations from Yemen, from Mu-

raad, then from Qaran. He was once afflicted with 

leprosy and his skin healed except for a dirham's 

area. He has a mother, and he treats her kindly. If 

he was to ever swear by Allah (for something) 

Allah would fulfill his oath. If you can, request 

that he ask forgiveness for you." Umar then re-

quested from Uways, "Ask forgiveness for me." 

And Uways Al-Qaranee did. 

Allah Almighty commanded us in the Qur‟an: 

“And your Lord decreed that you should wor-

ship none but Him and that you be dutiful to 

your parents. If one of them or both attain old 

age in your life, then do not say to them 'uff' (a 

word of disrespect), nor shout at them, rather 

address them in terms of honor / And lower 

for them the wing of submission and humility 

through mercy. And say, 'My Lord! Grant 

them Your mercy as they brought me up when 

I was small'” (Al Isra' 17/23-24).  

Ad-Daylami collected from Al-Husayn ibn Ali, 

that the Prophet (P.B.U.H) said: "If Allah knew 

any smaller than 'uff' to be disrespectful to 

parents, He would have decreed it to be haram 

(Forbidden)!"  

If someone came to you today and offered you a 

free lunch, no doubt your response would be to 

smile, speak kindly to them, and reserve a special 

place in your heart for their memory. Why is it 

then that our parents receive only cold stares, 

harsh words and bitter treatment and they are who 

they are in our lives? For twenty or thirty years 

they fed us, clothed us, washed us, and showered 

their mercy on our soft skin. Their love for us 

never dies even if we do; it is a love that goes 

even beyond us, to our children and even our 

children‟s children. 

Dear brothers and sisters, we all have parents, 

whether they are with us or not, and many have 

not understood the severity of their position in 

our lives and their right to be respected and re-

vered. Today I want to remind you and I of the 

true position of our parents, may Allah have 

mercy on them all. 

Birr al -waalidayn (kindness to the parents) is a 

characteristic of the mu'min (believer). Al-Hasan 

Al-Basree defined it saying, "Al-birr is to obey 

the parents in everything that they ask as long as 

it is not to disobey Allah. Uqooq is to disown 

your parents, denying them all of your goodness." 

According to the 'ulama (scholars), being respect-

ful and obedient to one‟s parents is fard 

(obligatory, like salah). Ibn Hazm said, 

"(Obeying ones parents) is Fard (obligatory)!" 

and he quoted the verse: “And your Lord de-

creed that you should worship none but Him 

and that you be dutiful to your parents.” 

To better understand what is meant by birr al-

walidayn (kindness to the parents), the scholars 

set the following conditions for one to follow: 

One: He should place the pleasure of his parents 

above the pleasure of anyone else, including 

himself and his wife and kids – everyone.  

Two: He should obey them in everything they 

command or forbid, whether it agrees with his 

desires or not, as long as they do not command 

the disobedience of Allah. 

Three: He should present them with everything 

he feels they desire, whether they ask for it or 

not. He should present it with kindness and 

mercy, understanding that no matter what he does 

he will always have some shortcomings in fulfill-

ing the true kindness that his parents deserve. 

Allah's love comes when our parents love us. 

And Allah's anger comes when our parents are 

angry with us. Ibn Abbas (May Allah be pleased 

with him) said, "There are three things that will 

not be accepted if its mate is not fulfilled." And 

he mentioned the verse, “Thank Me (Allah) and 

your parents…”(Luqman 31/14)  

Ibn Abbaas continued, "Thus whoever thanks 

Allah and is not thankful to his parents, Allah 

will not accept from him." 

The Prophet (P.B.U.H) said: "The pleasure of 

Allah is from the pleasure of the parents, and 

the anger of Allah is from the anger of the 

parents." 

Let us think about how many of us treat our par-

ents kindly. We shy away from them when they 

may need something. We never visit if we are 

away from them. In fact, many people dispose of 

their parents in retirement homes. And when an 

argument ignites between our parents and us, 

many of us shout at them as if we were arguing 

with our evilest enemy. May Allah protect us all. 

Compare this to those that came before us. 

Dhibyaan ibn Ali At-Thowree (May Allah be 

pleased with him) used to travel with his mother 

to Makkah. There, in the scorching heat, he 

would dig a little pool and fill it with cool water. 

Then he would turn to his mother and say, 

"Ummi (Mother), sit in this water to cool your-

self." 

For many of us, our friends are more precious to 

us than our mother and father. How forgetful we 

are of the time a man came to the Prophet 

(P.B.U.H) and asked him who is more worthy of 

his dear companionship. He – (P.B.U.H) – said, 

                                Continue on page 5…. 

A Bedouin was asked about 

women, and being a man 

who was experienced with 

them, he said: “The best 

woman is the tallest when 

she stands, the most promi-

nent when she sits, and the 

most truthful when she 

speaks. She is the one 

whose anger subsides 

quickly, and whose laugh is 

a beautiful smile. When she 

does anything, she does it 

well. She obeys her husband 

and adheres to her home. 

She is honored among her 

people, yet insignificant in 

her own mind-affectionate 

and fertile, and all of her 

affair is good.” 

The Best of Women 

Who should be followed? 

A judge from Khurasan 

wanted to marry off his son, 

so he sought counsel with a 

man who was a follower of 

the Majus religion. The man 

said, “People come to you 

seeking judgment, and here 

you are coming to seek 

counsel from me!” The 

judge said, “You must ad-

vise me.” He said, “Our 

leader, Khosrau (Kisra), 

would choose wealth (when 

seeking a wife); the leader 

of the Christians, Caesar 

(Qaiser), would choose 

beauty; and the pre-Islamic 

Arabs would choose based 

on ancestry and status; and 

your Prophet would choose 

based on religion- so choose 

which among them you will 

follow.” 
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"Your mother!" The man asked again and 

again, and the Prophet (P.B.U.H) replied, 

"Your mother! Your mother!" Until on 

the fourth time he – (P.B.U.H) - said, "Your 

father."  

Today, when the common question is asked, 

"Who is your best friend?" How many peo-

ple would say, "My mother!" But this is how 

the question should be answered and imple-

mented. 

What pleases our parents comes before eve-

rything, as long as it is not in disobedience of 

Allah. The scholars understood this and set 

the example for us. Haywah bin Shurayh 

(May Allah be pleased with him), one of the 

imams (scholar) of our Ummah (Nation), 

used to give classes in front of his home. 

During the class, his mother would call him 

to feed the chickens. He would stand up, 

leave the gathering, and go feed the chick-

ens. We all want Allah to accept from us; we 

would all like to enter Paradise. Look down 

dear brothers and sisters, and you will find 

paradise at the feet of your mother. 

Narrated Ahmad and An-Nasaa'ee, from 

Mu'aawiyah ibn Jaahimah As-Sulamee: My 

father, Jaahimah (May Allah be pleased with 

him) went to the Prophet (P.B.U.H) and 

asked, "O Messenger of Allah, I would like 

to go out and fight for the sake of Allah, and 

I have come to you for advice."  

The Prophet (P.B.U.H) asked him, "Is your 

mother alive?"  

He said, "Yes."  

"Then stay near her," advised the Prophet 

(P.B.U.H), "For at her feet is Jannah 

(Paradise)!" 

On the other side, making our parents sad or 

even making them cry is one of the many 

ways to earn Allah's anger. Imam Ahmad 

narrates, from Abdullah ibn 'Amr ibn Al-Aas 

(May Allah be pleased with him): A man 

came to the Prophet (P.B.U.H) to give him 

his pledge of allegiance. He said, "I have 

come to pledge allegiance to you for hijrah

(migration) and I have left both my parents 

behind crying."  

The Prophet (P.B.U.H) commanded him, 

"Go back, and the same way that you 

made them cry, make them laugh."  

Ibn Umar (May Allah be pleased with him) 

said, "Making ones parents cry is amongst 

the uqooq (unkindness to the parents), a 

major sin!" 

Shaykh al-Qaasim once said, "Subhan Allah 

(Exalted Allah)! How can we leave our par-

ents sobbing, tears that the throne of Allah 

shakes for, tears that unsettle the angels in 

the heavens, and then we claim that we want 

to go for jihad (migrate in the way of Allah) 

so that Allah will be pleased with us? Go 

back and make them happy with your visit as 

you made them sad by your departure. If 

they laugh and are pleased with you, Allah 

will be pleased." 

During the funeral of his mother, Al-Haarith 

Al-Aklee (May Allah be pleased with him) 

weeped. When asked for the reason of his 

tears he said, "Why should I not cry when 

one of my doors to Paradise has now 

closed?" We reap what we plant. In a far 

away land, long time ago, a boy was born 

blind. His widowed mother, the good Mus-

limah that she was, did not lose hope in her 

du'a (supplication or prayers) and prayed, 

continuously. A few years later, the boy's 

sight returned, Alhamdulillah (Praise be to 

Allah). Soon after she realized that her 

village was not befitting for her son to 

excel in Islamic education, so she migrated 

to Makkah with her son. There she saw 

that he was being instructed in Qur'an and 

Hadith(Saying of the Prophet (P.B.U.H)), 

latter becoming the young man's focus. He 

went out far and wide collecting Hadith 

(Saying of the Prophet (P.B.U.H)) and 

compiled a Hadith book that sits next to the 

Qur'an in authenticity not forgetting his 

mother who had raised him well. His 

mother named him Muhammad ibn Isma'il, 

and many of us know him today as Al-

Imam Al-Bukhari! 

Dear brothers and sisters, how often is it 

that farmer plants wheat and it comes out 

as a sunflower? You may say, never! For 

how can someone farm the seed of one 

plant and expect some other plant to grow. 

It just does not happen. Similarly, some 

parents leave their children waddling in the 

mud of television, music, movies, and 

disbelieving friends. Then, when the child 

reaches grade 12 and asks to go to the 

prom with his girlfriend, or when he enters 

university and stops praying, or when he 

gets married to a kafir (Disbeliever) and 

himself becomes one, then the parents say, 

"What happened?" 

Brothers and sisters, it is the harvest of 

what we planted. If we do not raise our 

children to be obedient, where do we ex-

pect them to learn? If we do not practice 

Islam ourselves, who will be our children's 

example? How do you teach a child to 

wake up for Fajr, when he sees his own 

father and mother sleeping in, day after 

day? You may ask: how do I raise my 

children to be good Muslims, obedient to 

their parents? Consider the following: 

Firstly: One should discipline their chil-

dren throughout their youth. Hisham ibn 

Abd Al-Malik missed a son of his during 

Jumah (Friday prayer) one week. When he 

met him later, he asked him, "Why did you 

miss Jumah (Friday prayer)?"  

His son replied, "My donkey couldn't make 

the trip."  

His father then said, "Couldn't you have 

walked!" For an entire year after that, 

Hisham ibn Abd Al-Malik made his son 

walk to Jumah. 

Secondly: The piety of the father and 

mother reaches the children. In the 

Qur'an, Allah recalls for us the story of 

Khidr, and how he rebuilt a wall for two 

orphans.  

“And as for the wall, it belonged to two 

orphan boys in the town. Under it was a 

treasure belonging to them and their 

father was a righteous man…” (Al Kahf 

18/82) 

Look at how Allah protected these orphans 

because of the piety of their father. In taf-

seer (explanation of Qur‟anic verses), it is 

said that it was in fact because of the piety 

of their grandfather seven generations back! 

Sa'eed ibn Jubayr said, "I often lengthen my 

salah (prayer) for the sake of my son; per-

haps Allah may protect him (because of it)." 

In conclusion, let us reflect on the virtue of 

respecting our parents: It is one of the great-

est things that we can do. In Bukhari and 

Muslim, Abdullah ibn Mas'ood (May Allah 

be pleased with him) narrates, a man asked 

the Prophet (P.B.U.H), "What deed is most 

beloved by Allah?"  

He – (P.B.U.H) - said, "Salah (Prayer) on 

time."  

The man asked, "And then?"  

He – (P.B.U.H) - said, "Respecting and 

revering ones parents."  

It is a means by which our sins are forgiven. 

When Allah commanded in the Qur'an: 

“And We enjoined on man to be dutiful 

and kind to his parents …” 

The next verse tells us:  

“…They are those from whom We shall 

accept the best of their deeds and over-

look their evil deeds. They shall be 

amongst the dwellers of Paradise…” (Al 

Ahqaf 46/15-16) 

Respecting our parents will lead us to Jan-

nah (Paradise)! In Muslim, Abu Hurayrah 

(May Allah be pleased with him) narrated 

that he heard the Messenger of Allah 

(P.B.U.H) say, "May he perish! May he 

perish! May he perish!" 

It was asked, "Who, O Messenger of Al-

lah?"  

The Prophet (P.B.U.H) said, "He whose 

parents attain old age in his life - one or 

both of them - and he does not enter 

Paradise (because of his unkindness to-

wards them)." 

And when our parents are gone, the good-

ness towards them does not end. Malik ibn 

Rabi'ah Al-Saa'idi narrated: We were sitting 

with the Messenger of Allah (P.B.U.H) 

when an Ansari (native of Madina) man 

came and asked, "O Messenger of Allah is 

there anything left from my birr (kindness) 

to my parents that I should present to them 

after their death?"  

The Prophet (P.B.U.H) said, "Yes, four 

things: Pray and ask forgiveness for 

them. Fulfill their pledges. Be kind to 

their friends. And maintain the ties of 

kinship that come from only their direc-

tion. That is what is left from your birr 

(kindness) to them after their death." 

Ahmad, Abu Dawood, and Ibn Maajah re-

ported that Aamir ibn Abd Allah ibn Az-

Zubayr (May Allah be pleased with him) 

said, "My father died, and for an entire 

year I did not ask Allah for anything 

except that He forgive my father." 

 

O Allah, forgive us and our parents, and 

reward them with the finest reward. O 

Allah, elevate their position in the hereaf-

ter and this dunya (world); make that 

which befalls them expiation for their sins. 

O Allah, grant them residence in Firdaus 

(highest rank in Paradise), with the Proph-

ets, and the Martyrs. Ameen.  
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HEALTH MATTERS 
Never, put your banana in the refrigerator!!! This is 
interesting. 

After reading this, you'll never look at a banana in 

the same way again. 
Bananas contain three natural sugars - sucrose, fruc-

tose and glucose combined with fiber. A banana gives an instant, sus-

tained and substantial boost of energy. 
Research has proven that just two bananas provide enough energy for a 

strenuous 90-minute workout. No wonder the banana is the number one 

fruit with the world's leading athletes. 
But energy isn't the only way a banana can help us keep fit. 

It can also help overcome or prevent a substantial number of illnesses and 

conditions, making it a must to add to our daily diet. 
Depression: According to a recent survey undertaken by MIND amongst 

people suffering from depression, many felt much better after eating a 

banana. This is because bananas contain tryptophan, a type of protein that 
the body converts into serotonin, known to make you relax, improve your 

mood and generally make you feel happier. 

PMS: Forget the pills - eat a banana. The vitamin B6 it contains regulates 
blood glucose levels, which can affect your mood. 

Anemia: High in iron, bananas can stimulate the production of hemoglo-

bin in the blood and so helps in cases of anemia. 
Blood Pressure: This unique tropical fruit is extremely high in potassium 

yet low in salt, making it perfect to beat blood pressure. 

So much so, the US Food and Drug Administration have just allowed the 
banana industry to make official claims for the fruit's ability to reduce the 

risk of blood pressure and stroke. 
Brain Power: 200 students at a Twickenham school were helped through 

their exams this year by eating bananas at breakfast, break, and lunch in a 

bid to boost their brain power. Research has shown that the potassium-
packed fruit can assist learning by making pupils more alert. 

Constipation: High in fiber, including bananas in the diet can help restore 

normal bowel action, helping to overcome the problem without resorting 
to laxatives. 

Hangovers: One of the quickest ways of curing a hangover is to make a 

banana milkshake, sweetened with honey. The banana calms the stomach 
and, with the help of the honey, builds up depleted blood sugar levels, 

while the milk soothes and re-hydrates your system. 

Heartburn: Bananas have a natural antacid effect in the body, so if you 
suffer from heartburn, try eating a banana for soothing relief. 

Morning Sickness: Snacking on bananas between meals helps to keep 

blood sugar levels up and avoid morning sickness. 
Mosquito bites: Before reaching for the insect bite cream, try rubbing the 

affected area with the inside of a banana skin. Many people find it amaz-

ingly successful at reducing swelling and irritation. 
Nerves: Bananas are high in B vitamins that help calm the nervous sys-

tem. 

Overweight and at work? Studies at the Institute of Psychology in 
Austria found pressure at work leads to gorging on comfort food like 

chocolate and crisps. Looking at 5,000 hospital patients, researchers found 

the most obese were more likely to be in high-pressure jobs. The report 
concluded that, to avoid panic-induced food cravings, we need to control 

our blood sugar levels by snacking on high carbohydrate foods every two 

hours to keep levels steady. 
Ulcers: The banana is used as the dietary food against intestinal disorders 

because of its soft texture and smoothness. It is the only raw fruit that can 

be eaten without distress in over-chronicler cases. It also neutralizes over-
acidity and reduces irritation by coating the lining of the stomach. 

Temperature control: Many other cultures see bananas as a "cooling" 

fruit that can lower both the physical and emotional temperature of expec-
tant mothers. In Thailand, for example, pregnant women eat bananas to 

ensure their baby is born with a cool temperature. 

Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD): Bananas can help SAD sufferers 
because they contain the natural mood enhancer tryptophan. 

Smoking & Tobacco Use: Bananas can also help people trying to give up 

smoking. The B6, B12 they contain, as well as the potassium and magne-
sium found in them, help the body recover from the effects of nicotine 

withdrawal. 

Stress: Potassium is a vital mineral, which helps normalize the heartbeat, 
sends oxygen to the brain and regulates your body's water balance. When 

we are stressed, our metabolic rate rises, thereby reducing our potassium 

levels. These can be rebalanced with the help of a high-potassium banana 
snack. 

Strokes: According to research in "The New England Journal of 
Medicine, 'eating bananas as part of a regular diet can cut the risk of 

death by strokes by as much as 40%! 

Warts: Those keen on natural alternatives swear that if you want to 
kill off a wart, take a piece of banana skin and place it on the wart, 

with the yellow side out. Carefully hold the skin in place with a plaster 

or surgical tape! 
So, a banana really is a natural remedy for many ills. When you com-

pare it to an apple, it has four times the protein, twice the carbohy-

drate, three times the phosphorus, five times the vitamin and iron, and 
twice the other vitamins and minerals. It is also rich in potassium and 

is one of the best value foods around. So maybe its time to change that 

well-known phrase so that we say, "A banana a day keeps the doctor 
away!" 

 PS: Bananas must be the reason monkeys are so happy all the time! I 

will add one here; want a quick shine on our shoes?? Take the INSIDE 
of the banana skin, and rub directly on the shoe...polish with dry cloth. 

What an amazing fruit. 

There are few things which perhaps we didn't know, like...... 

1. Coca-Cola was originally green. 

2. The most common name in the world is Mohammed.  
3. The name of all the continents end with the same letter that they 

start with.  

4. The strongest muscle in the body is the tongue. 
5. There are two credit cards for every person in the United States . 

6. TYPEWRITER is the longest word that can be made using the 

letters only on one row of the keyboard.  
7. Women blink nearly twice as much as men! 

8. You can't kill yourself by holding your breath.  
9. It is impossible to lick your elbow. 

10. People say "Bless you" when you sneeze because when you  

sneeze, your heart stops for a millisecond.  
11. It is physically impossible for pigs to look up into the sky. 

12. The "sixth sick sheik's sixth sheep's sick" is said to be the toughest 

tongue twister in the English language. 
13. If you sneeze too hard, you can fracture a rib. If you try to sup-

press a sneeze, you can rupture a blood vessel in your head or neck 
and die.  

14. Each king in a deck of playing cards represents great king from  

history. 
Spades - King David 

Clubs - Alexander the Great,  
Hearts - Charlemagne 

Diamonds - Julius Caesar. 

15. 111,111,111 x 111,111,111 = 12,345,678,987, 654,321 
16. If a statue of a person in the park on a horse has both front legs in 

the air, the person died in battle. If the horse has one front leg in the 

air, the person died as a result of wounds received in battle. If the 
horse has a all four legs on the ground, the person died of natural 

causes. 
17. What do bullet proof vests, fire escapes, windshield wipers and 

laser printers all have in common?  

Ans. All invented by women. 
18. Question - This is the only food that doesn't spoil. What is this? 

Ans. Honey  
19. A crocodile cannot stick its tongue out.  

20. A snail can sleep for three years.  

21. All polar bears are left handed.  
22. American Airlines saved $40,000 in 1987 by eliminating one 

olive from each salad served in first-class. 

23. Butterflies taste with their feet. 
24. Elephants are the only animals that can't jump. 

25. In the last 4000 years, no new animals have been domesticated. 
26. On average, people fear spiders more than they do death.  

27. Shakespeare invented the word 'assassination' and 'bump'. 

28. Stewardesses is the longest word typed with only the left hand. 
29. The ant always falls over on its right side when intoxicated.  

30. The electric chair was invented by a dentist. 

31. The human heart creates enough pressure when it pumps out to 
the body to squirt blood 30 feet. 

32. Rats multiply so quickly that in 18 months, two rats could have 
over million descendants.  

33. Wearing headphones for just an hour will increase the bacteria in 

your ear by 700 times. 
34. The cigarette lighter was invented before the match. 

35. Most lipstick contains fish scales. 
36. Like fingerprints, everyone's tongue print is different 
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Interesting Stories 

A story has been related about a man 

who one day sat with his wife to eat a 

barbecued chicken. A beggar then 

knocked on the door, and when the man 

went to answer it, he scolded the beggar 

and drove him away. It was the will of 

Allah that afterwards the same man 

should become poor and should be be-

reft of all material possessions; because 

of his poverty, ha had to divorce his 

wife. She married another man, and one 

day she was sitting with him to eat a 

barbecued chicken, when someone 

knocked at the door. The man said to his 

wife, “Give this chicken to the man at 

the door.” When she opened it, she was 

shocked to realize that it was her first 

husband. She gave him the chicken and 

returned, crying. Her husband asked her 

what was the matter, and she informed 

him that the man at the door was her 

previous husband. She then told him 

about the story of the beggar that her 

previous husband had scolded and sent 

away, and her husband said, “By Allah, 

I was that beggar.” 

A man stood before Al-Wathiq Billah 

and said, “O Leader of the Believers, 

join ties with and have mercy upon 

your relatives, and be generous to a 

man from your family.” Al-Wathaiq 

Billah said, “And who are you? For I 

never saw you before this day.” He 

said, “I am the son of your grandfa-

ther, Adam.” He said, “O young man, 

give to him one dirham.” The man 

said, “O Leader of the Believers, and 

what should I do with this?” He said, 

“Suppose I were to divide the treasury 

It Runs in the Family 
The following story is related about a man who long ago became lost during a journey. In the middle of a wide area in 

the desert, he unexpectedly came across a house and decided to stop there for help, but mainly for nourishment. When 

he reached the house, a woman came out, greeted him and said, “Who are you?” He said, “A guest.” She said, 

“Welcome indeed, our guest! Stay here and be comfortable.” She did not lose much time before serving him food and 

drink, and while he was eating, the man of the house approached and asked, “Who is this?” His wife said, “He is a 

guest.” He said, “Not welcome is he, for what do we have to do with a guest!” 

Of course feeling insulted and unwelcome, the lost traveler had to leave, fearing that the miserly host would hold him 

accountable for the food that he had already eaten. On the following day, he saw another house in the open desert. 

Hungry and forlorn, he decided to test the hospitality of its habitants. Again a woman met him first, and she asked 

him, “Who are you?” He said, “A guest.” She said, “Not welcome is a guest over here, for what do we have to do with 

a guest!” As she was speaking to him in that uncouth manner, the man of the house approached and asked, “Who is 

this?” His wife said, “He is a guest.” He said, “Welcome indeed, our guest!” He then came out with delicious food and 

served it to his guest. While the traveler was eating and drinking, he mused over the events of the last two days and 

smiled. The host asked, “Why are you smiling?” The traveler told him about the husband and wife that he encountered 

the day before and expressed his amazement over how opposite the members of the two households were. The host 

said, “Do not be amazed, for the woman you met yesterday is my sister, and her husband is the brother of my wife. 

Each has been stamped by the predominant characteristics of his or her family.” 

“I was hoping to find Something 

else!” 

The ruler of Germany once visited 

Turkey. A member of the Turkish 

congress wanted to show the Ger-

man leader how civilized they have 

become. He prepared a group of 

schoolgirls to welcome him, and he 

dressed them up in a gaudy manner, 

and each one of them was to give 

him a bouquet of roses. 

The German ruler was shocked to 

see the dress of the young girls, and 

he said to those in charge: “Indeed I 

was hoping to see the Hijab and 

modest dress in Turkey, which is in 

accordance to the ruling of your 

Islamic religion. And here I am wit-

nessing lewd dress, which we are 

afflicted with in Europe, and which 

is leading us to the loss of family, to 

the destruction of societies, and to 

the ruin of children!” 

“I came to seek Help, not a Reli-

gious Ruling” 

One day a man accosted Omar bin Hu-

bairah on the road and said, “O ruler of the 

Arabs, I want to perform Hajj.” He said, 

“The path lies before you, and may Allah 

make it easy for you.” The man said, “I am 

unable to walk.” Omar said, “Ride for a 

day and walk for a day.” He said, “I do not 

own anything with which I may purchase 

or rent a mount.” Omar said, “Then Hajj is 

not obligatory upon you.” The man said, 

“O ruler of the Arabs, I came to you seek-

ing help, not a religious ruling.” Omar 

laughed and gave him 5000 dirhams.  

“Do not scold the One Who asks of 

you” 

“The Ruler and His Brother” 

among your brothers from the chil-

dren of my grandfather-would your 

share be equal to even a single 

grain?” The man then praised him 

for his intelligence, after which, he 

was given a much larger share. 
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Kidõs Fun Page 
My Little Dua 

When sneezing, Say:  й̴ΖЯ Ю̴ Ϲ̳ г̶ ϳ̲ Ю̶Ϝ 

Transliteration: Alhumdulilah. 

Translation: All praise is for Allah. 

When hearing someone sneeze, Say:  й̳ΖЯЮϜ Щ̲ г̳ ϲ̲ Ͻ̶ т̲ 

Transliteration: Yarhamukallah 

Translation: May Allah have mercy on you.                                           

If the sneezing person is a woman, the reply is with a kasrah (zer) on the 

kaaf.  

The person sneezing should then reply:  б̶ Ы̳ Ю̲ϝ Ϡ̲ ϱ̳ Я̴ Ћ̶ т̳ м̲ й̳ΖЯЮϜ б̳ Ы̳т Ϲ̴ л̶ т̲

Transliteration: Yahdekumullahu Wa Yuslehu Balakum.                      

Translation: May Allah guide you and give you good health.                                         

If the sneezing person has flu or any other difficulty which results in re-

peated sneezes then it is not necessary to reply after the third time.

(Mishkat) 

Rightly Guided Caliphs 
ABU BAKR  UMAR  UTHMAN  ALI 
KHALIFAH  ABDULLAH  Al SIDDIQ  AL ATIQ 
AL FARUQ AL GHANI 

Masjid Shah Faisal  
Masjid Shah Faisal (Islamabad - Pakistan) 

The Shah Faisal Masjid in Islamabad, Paki-

stan, is one of the largest mosques in the 

world. It is a state National Mosque. It is a 

popular Masjid in the Islamic world, and is 

renowned for both its immense size and its 

architecture. It holds the title for being one of 

the largest mosques in the world, in terms of 

area. The Masjid has an area of 5,000 square 

meters and can hold about 300,000 worship-

pers, including those in the adjacent grounds. 

It is located at the end of Shaharah-e-

Islamabad, putting it at one end of the city and 

in front of a magnificent backdrop provided by 

the Margalla Hills. This enviable location 

represents the Masjid's great importance and 

allows it to be seen from miles around day and 

night. It is a focal point of Islamabad, and 

likely the most famous and recognized icon of 

the city. 

King Faisal bin Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia 

both suggested (in 1966) and largely funded 

the Masjid and the road leading to it and it was 

named after him after his assassination in 

1975.Construction of the Masjid began in 1976 

by National Construction of Pakistan, led by 

Azim Borujerdi, and was funded by the gov-

ernment of Saudi Arabia, at a cost of over 130 

million Saudi riyals. It was completed in 

1986.The architect was Vedat Dalokay of Tur-

key, whose design was chosen in 1969 after an 

international competition, Faisal Masjid is 

shaped like a desert Bedouin's tent, with its 

large triangular prayer hall and four minarets. 

Its walls are decorated with mosaics and cal-

ligraphy by the famous Pakistani artist 

Sadeqain.  

The Masjid's architecture is a departure from 

the long history of South Asian Muslim archi-

tecture, however in some ways it makes a 

bridge between Arabic, Turkish and Pakistani 

Muslim architectural traditions. 

One of the best old and modern Arab poets. He was born in Kufa, and 

was killed on his way from Persia to Baghdad for a poem he once com-

posed, exalting himself. 

Al-Mutanabbi celebrated the Amir of Aleppo, Saiful-Dawla Al-

Hamadani, in his poetry. 

Al-Mutanabb is known for his courage, ambitions and adventures spirit. 

His poems covered topics such as: Philosophy, Wisdom and Battle de-

scription. His style is unsurpassed, full of imagery and well-worded. 

Al-Mutanabbi (Abul-Tayeb) 915-965 A.D 

MUSLIM SCIENTISTS 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1975
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1976
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=National_Construction&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saudi_Arabia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calligraphy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calligraphy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sadeqain
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Omar, who was the second Caliph, received the same salary as Abu 

Bakr. He used to dress simply and eat frugally. He used to wear old 

clothes, which had patches and were threadbare. His shoes often had 

holes in them. He often had nothing to eat but barley bread and olive 

oil. 

And yet, under him, the Islamic government extended as far and as 

wide as Iran, Syria, Egypt and even North Africa. The Roman and 

Iranian empires crumbled and their riches and treasures flowed into 

Madina. 

Omar was a wise, just and popular Caliph. He had many friends who 

loved him because he was such a good man. But even so, his friends 

could not understand why he dressed so badly and ate so poorly. “It is 

not right,” they used to say. “Don‟t you see how he dresses and how he 

lives? We Muslims have entered Iran and Iraq. We now rule over fertile 

lands. We have wealth and riches. There is no need for our Caliph to go 

around in old clothes and have almost nothing to eat. Kings and princes 

and ambassadors and deputations come here from many lands and 

mighty empires and they wear tunics of the finest silk. Why cannot our 

Caliph be like them? Omar has just got to say the word and our tailors 

will make him the finest clothes in the world. And our cooks will cook 

the finest foods which will be brought to him in the morning and in the 

evening.” 

One day an ambassador of the Roman Empire came to Madina. He 

wanted to obtain an audience with Omar. He was used to palaces and 

kings. So he asked people in the streets “Where does your king live?” 

“We have no king” said the Muslims to whom he had put the question. 

“But you have someone who is the head of your government?” asked 

the bewildered ambassador. 

“Yes we have appointed one from amongst us who looks after the af-

fairs of state. If you go straight up this road you might find him some-

where.” 

The Roman ambassador went up the road to which he was directed. 

Finally he found Omar resting under the shade of a tree wearing two 

garments, one of which had twelve patches. 

Finally, people could not take it any longer. Knowing that Omar was 

facing extreme hardship, they assembled and began to discussing the 

matter. 

“I think we should propose to Omar that his salary be increased so that 

he may dress more appropriately, thereby making a better impression 

on visiting ambassadors and deputations. Also he would be able to buy 

and prepare good food for himself as well as for other who come to 

visit him,” said Zubiar, one of the close followers of the Prophet (Peace 

and Blessing be upon him). 

“I fully agree with you. I was also thinking along the same lines,” said 

Ali. 

Believing that Ali would be the most suitable man to talk to Omar 

about this matter they asked Ali to place the matter before him. But Ali 

said, “I certainly do not dare to go to Omar and talk to him about this.” 

So Othman came up with a suggestion. “We all know how Omar is. He 

will hardly like the idea of taking more from the treasury. Let us first 

somehow find out how he will take the proposal. Let us go to Hafsa his 

daughter and seek help.” All those present agreed with Othman‟s sug-

gestion, and so they went to find Hafsa. 

Now, Hafsa had also been one of the wives of the blessed Prophet 

(Peace and Blessing be upon him).For this reason, they felt that Hafsa 

could persuade her father to give up wearing old clothes, or at least she 

could find out how he would react to the proposal. Hafsa listened to 

them and said, “I agree with you. But even I do not find the courage to 

go to him and talk about this matter. I want to help you but let us seek 

the help of Aisha. 

Aisha was the daughter of Abu Bakr and also been one of the wives of 

the Blessed Prophet (Peace be upon him). Omar greatly respected her. 

They found her in agreement with their proposal as she also realized the 

hardships which Omar was facing. “I shall go to Omar and have a word 

with him and find out how he feels about this proposal.” said Aisha. 

“I don‟t think he will ever agree,” added Hafsa, “but at least we should 

know.” 

“Don‟t tell him who we are” they requested as they left. 

The next day Aisha and Hafsa went to Omar. Hafsa, seeing her father 

sitting there in clothes which were old and patched, shook her head and 

sighed. 

Aisha said to Omar, “O chief of Muslims, do I have permission to talk 

to you about a certain matter?” 

“Yes, with great pleasure, O mother of Muslims” said Omar.  

Aisha chose her words carefully. “Allah has blessed you with the 

conquest of the treasures and cities of Heraclius, the emperor of 

Byzantium, and Chosroes, the emperor of Persia. Ambassadors 

from important foreign powers and deputations from within Arabia 

come to visit you, and stay with you. And you are wearing cloak 

which has twelve patches. If only you would wear fine, handsome 

clothing and serve more succulent meals, you would make a better 

impression on those who visit you.” 

“Father,” said Hafsa. “Please forgive me for interrupting but I have 

a serious question to ask you.” 

“Dear father, what I want to know is this,” she said. “Why ever do 

you wear such old clothes? Why do you go about with clothes 

which are patched and threadbare? When people come to the Ca-

liph they expect to see someone dressed like a Caliph. And what is 

more, you don‟t seem to notice that you are wearing old clothes!” 

For a while Omar kept silent. Aisha and Hafsa thought that the 

Caliph must surely be angry. Then tears began to well up in Omar‟s 

eyes. He wiped away the tears with his sleeve and then smiled 

sadly. He knew how much courage it took for Aisha and his daugh-

ter to speak out to him like this. For a long while he said nothing. 

Then he looked at them carefully and said to them, “You were the 

wives of the Prophet. If anyone knows how he lived, you do.” 

Then he turned to Aisha, “Tell us O mother of Muslims, did the 

Prophet ever eat wheat bread for three days running? Was his stom-

ach ever full? Or did he ever have complete meals both in the 

morning and evening?” 

“No” said Aisha, “Not till the day he died.” 

“And you know, Aisha, that the Prophet had a cloak without a 

lining which he used to put on in the daytime and on which he used 

to sleep at night?” said Omar. 

“Yes,” said Aisha. 

Omar continued. “And there was a mat in his house on which the 

Prophet used to sit in the daytime and when night came he used to 

sleep on the same mat!” 

Aisha could not contradict him. “Yes, you are right, Omar.” 

And then Omar turned to Hafsa. “Tell me, when the Prophet went 

to sleep, what did he use for a bed? Didn‟t you tell me, Hafsa, 

something like this: “I had a mat in my room. When the Prophet 

wanted to go to sleep I used to spread the mat out on the floor. So 

he would lie down on that mat. But the mat was rough and the floor 

hard. Very often he woke up with the marks from the mat on his 

back. In fact I felt he did not sleep at all well on the mat.” And 

didn‟t you, Hafsa, also tell me: “One night I folded the mat over 

double to make it more comfortable for him to sleep on. And night 

the Prophet slept so well, in fact, that he did not get up for the pre-

dawn prayer. Only when Bilal called the Azan did he wake up. As 

soon as he woke up he asked me, “O Hafsa, what did you do with 

the mat last night?” When I told him, he asked me not to fold the 

mat over double again. He wanted to sleep on the mat as it was 

before.” 

“And don‟t you know, Hafsa, that all Prophet‟s errors were for-

given. Still he used to be hungry when evening came and used to 

stand and bow and prostrate himself before Allah for long hours 

during the night.” 

“You have both been the wife of the Prophet. You both are the 

mothers of Muslims,” said Omar to Aisha and Hafsa. “Have you 

come to me in order to lead me to the comforts of this world, to 

give up the rewards of the Hereafter? The only example I would 

like to follow is the example of my two friends, Muhammad and 

Abu Bakr. I know I wear old clothes and I know my friends talk 

about me for doing so. My clothes are uncomfortable and look 

awful. So is my food which many do not want to share with me. 

But I also know that the Prophet and Abu Bakr lived a very simple 

life and cared little for their own comfort. 

So answer me this question. When the Prophet lived like this, car-

ing so little for his own comfort, how can we his followers want to 

live in luxury? And can‟t you see I do this for the love of the 

Prophet and Allah? And finally, will you tell me who sent you to 

me with this proposal?” asked Omar. 

“This I cannot tell you,” said Hafsa. But neither Aisha nor Hafsa 

could say a single word. Nor could any of the Caliph‟s friends who 

were told of what Omar has said.  

The Caliph’s Clothes 
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Virtue and Integrity  

During the first part of Abbasi rule, a man from the tribe of Shai-

ban had a very delicate government job. Every morning, it was his 

duty to patrol the streets of the marketplace until noon, to observe 

what people said and did, to write down the main doings of the 

day in a report, to stamp that report, and to then send it to his su-

perior. His superior would gather all of these reports and present 

the most salient aspects of them to the ruler; this was supposedly 

done in order to ensure peace and stability in the country. 

One particular morning, after he finished making his rounds in the 

marketplace, the man became preoccupied with some other busi-

ness. And so after he stamped the report, he called his nephew, 

whose name was Ahmed, and said, “O Ahmed, do you know 

where my superior works, the place that I go to every day to sub-

mit my reports?” The young boy said, “Yes.” His uncle said, 

“Then go with today‟s report and submit it on my behalf to my 

superior, and tell him that I became preoccupied with some im-

portant and personal business.” 

After he took uncle‟s report, the boy began to walk towards the 

heart of the city, where the office of his uncle‟s superior was lo-

cated. Had he followed his uncle‟s instruction, nothing significant 

would have happened, and there would not have been any reason 

for history to remember this story. We only remember it today, 14 

centuries later, because the young boy did something wonderful, 

something that indicated what he was going to be like when he 

grew up. On the way to the heart of the city, the boy had to pass a 

bridge which was located over a river. And as he crossed the 

bridge; he began to say to himself, “O Ahmed, you are indeed 

young; yet you know what your uncle does: he writes what he 

hears people say and what he sees people do in the marketplace. 

What he does is prohibited in Allah‟s religion, for what he does is 

a form of spying, and Allah‟s says: “And spy not”. O Ahmed, you 

are therefore carrying a forbidden thing, and are thus an accom-

plice in a crime that is prohibited in the Quran.” Having come to 

the said conclusion in his mind, Ahmed immediately held up the 

report and threw it into the river, after which he returned to his 

home. 

Because the report was not received on time at the security head-

quarters, men were sent to Ahmed‟s uncle. He told them that he 

had been busy and that he had sent his nephew to submit the re-

port on his behalf. The boy was summoned, and when he was 

asked about the report, he straightforwardly said that he had 

thrown it into the river. The officers who had come were shocked, 

and they wondered why he would do such a thing. They asked 

him for his motives, and he said, “Because it (the report and all 

that it involves) is forbidden… it is a form of spying, and we have 

been prohibited from spying. And I don‟t want to implicate my-

self in that crime. The officers quickly returned to their headquar-

ters and told their superior everything that had happened and eve-

rything that the boy had spoken. When they were finished telling 

their story, their superior clapped his hands and said, “Such is the 

integrity of that young boy…but what about us!” From that day 

forward, people began to treat that young boy as if he were a 

prominent and well-respected man in the society. And do you 

know who that young boy was? He was Imam Ahmed bin Han-

bal, one of the most distinguished scholars in Hadith and Islamic 

jurisprudence; he was later given the title, “The Imam of Virtue 

and Integrity”. His virtue and integrity helped serve him later on 

his life, during the trials of Al-Mamun‟s era. With courage and 

patience that are still remembered today, Imam Ahmed defended 

our Islamic creed and endured the frequent torture that was in-

flicted upon him. Yet throughout, he refused to abandon the be-

liefs he knew to be true from the Quran and Sunnah. The people 

who tortured him were quickly forgotten, yet the name and deeds 

and integrity of Imam Ahmed are still remembered today. From 

his childhood onward, he refused to compromise his beliefs and 

actions, which were both based on the Quran and the 

Sunnah. May Allah have mercy on him.  

The Insightful Interpreter of Dreams  

When a King was startled to consciousness after having 

seen a nightmare, he was in such a state of fright that he 

called every interpreter of dreams in his Kingdom to 

inform him of the meaning of his dream. 

In the dream, he saw himself seated upon his throne in 

the most dignified and handsome of poses, and suddenly 

he felt that his teeth was falling, one after the other, until 

no tooth remained in his mouth. When he related his 

dream to the interpreters, they all tried to calm his nerves 

through false speech and lies. They didn‟t inform him of 

the true meaning of the dream. At that point, the King 

still had doubts, and looking at the group in front of him, 

he saw two men who were seated in a corner and were 

quiet. He asked them about  their silence, and one of 

them said, “It makes me sad to say, my King, that I must 

inform you that all of your children will die during your 

lifetime, which will make you sad, and then you will die 

because of that sadness.” When the King heard this 

statement, the world became dark for him in his eyes and 

he was filled with rage; he lost his mind and said to his 

guard, “Take this man to prison.” He then looked at the 

other man and said, “And you, what do you know?” He 

said, “O my King, my interpretation is that you will live 

for a very long time, longer than any other person from 

your family, and that is what your people wish and de-

sire most.” The King became happy and all grief was 

removed from him, and he gave an excellent reward to 

the man. But were we to reflect on what both men said, 

we would find the meaning of their words to be exactly 

the same, but it was the intellect of the latter that saved 

him. 

Once ten wise men came to Ali Ibn Talib (May Allah be pleased 

with him) and posed this question: 'Why is knowledge better 

than wealth?' Each of these men demanded a separate answer in 

turn. Ali (May Allah be pleased with him) gave the following 

answers:-  

1. Knowledge is better than wealth because you guard wealth, 

whereas knowledge guards you.  

2. Knowledge is better than wealth because the wealthy have 

enemies and the learned have many friends.  

3. Knowledge is better than wealth because the former is a leg-

acy of the Prophets, and the latter is a heritage of the Pharaohs.  

4. Knowledge is better because it increases with distribution 

whereas wealth decreases.  

5. Knowledge is better because a wealthy person generally be-

comes a miser.  

6. Knowledge is better because unlike wealth, it cannot be sto-

len.  

7. Knowledge is better because the wealthy person has to give 

an account of his wealth on the Day of Judgment.  

8. Knowledge is better because it does not deteriorate on ac-

count of time, while wealth does.  

9. Knowledge is better because the mind is illuminated by it, 

whereas wealth tarnishes it.  

10. Knowledge is better than wealth because the Pharaohs and 

the non-believers claimed divinity (God) on account of wealth.  

'Whoever treads a way against the Sunnah of the Prophet 

(P.B.U.H) he will never reach his destination.' (Sheikh Saadi) 

Why knowledge is better than wealth  
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THE DAILY DUA  

Transliteration:Rabbana Innaka 

man Tudkhilan Nara faqad 

Akhzaitaho Wama Lizzalemena 

Min Ansar 

Translation: Our Lord! Whom-

soever You shall commit to the Fire, truly You 

have brought [him] to disgrace, and never will 

wrongdoers find any helpers (3:192) 

Simple Recipes 

Delicious Desserts 

Grilled (Broiled) Fish 

Fillets 

 
Ingredients:  

4 medium flatfish fillets, 

such as plaice, sole or 

flounder, about 115g/4oz 

each 

1tsp garlic pulp 

1tsp garam masala 

1tsp chilli powder 

¼ tsp turmeric  

½ tsp salt 

1tsp finely chopped coriander (Cilantro) 

1tbsp vegetable oil 

2 tbsp lemon juice 

Method: 

Line a flameproof dish or grill (Broiler) tray with foil. Rinse and 

pat dry the fish fillets and put them on the foil-lined dish or tray. 

In a small bowl, mix together the garlic, garam masala, chilli 

powder, turmeric, salt, fresh coriander (cilantro), oil and lemon 

juice. Using a pastry brush, paste the fish fillet evenly all over 

with the spice and lemon juice mixture. Preheat the grill to very 

hot, and then lower the heat to medium. Grill (broil) the fillets 

for about 10 minutes, basting occasionally, until they are 

cooked right through. Serve immediately.  

              Ground Rice Pudding 
 

Ingredients: 
50g/2oz/ ½ cup coarsely ground 

rice 

25g/1oz/2 tbsp ground almonds 

4 green cardamom pods, crushed 

900ml/1 ½ pints/3 ¾ cups semi-

skimmed (2%) milk 

6 tbsp sugar 

1 tbsp rose water 

Garnish: 
1 tbsp crushed pistachio nuts 

silver leaf (Varq) (Optional) 

Method: 
Place the ground rice and almonds in a saucepan with the green 

cardamoms. Add 600ml/1pint/2 ½ cups of milk and bring to 

boil over a medium heat, stirring occasionally. Add the remain-

ing milk and cook over a medium heat for about 10 minutes or 

until the rice mixtures thickens to the consistency of a creamy 

chicken soup. Stir the sugar and rose water and continue to cook 

for a further 2 minutes. Serve garnished with pistachio nuts and 

silver leaf, if wished.  

Meteoroids 
“Shooting stars” or meteors are bits of material fal-

ling through the Earth‟s atmosphere; they are heated 

to incandescence by the friction of the air. The 

bright trails as they are coming through the Earth‟s 

atmosphere are termed meteors, and these chunks as 

they are hurtling through space are called meteor-

oid. Large pieces that do not vaporize completely 

and reach the surface of the Earth are termed mete-

orites. Scientists estimate that 1,000 tons to more 

than 10,000 tons of meteoritic material fall on the 

Earth each day. However, most of this material is 

very tiny-in the form of micrometeoroid or dust-like 

grains a few micrometers in size. (These particles 

are so tiny that the air resistance is enough to slow 

them sufficiently that they do not burn up, but rather 

fall gently to Earth.) 

Where do they come from? They probably come 

from with in our own solar system rather than inter-

stellar space. Their composition provides clues to 

their origin. They may share a common origin with 

the asteroids. Some meteoritic material is similar to 

the Earth and Moon and some is quite different. 

Some evidence indicates an origin from comets. 
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The Cry Of A book 
 I am a book in elegant prints 

To know my name, here are some hints; 

  
Rich in cover and nicely bound 

In hearts of Muslims I am rarely found 

  
High in a shelf, I am kept 

Forgotten there, I am left 

  
With respect I do get lots of kiss 

My main points are what, they always miss 

  
In a melodious voice, they recite me 

Neglecting the message, inside me 

  
At times I am used for phony swear 

My true use is very rare 

  
A miracle I am that can change the world 

All one has to do is to understand my words 

  
I have wisdom, I have treasure 

So much so there is no measure 

  
I‟m your savvy, I‟m your guide 

But who‟s there to follow the bide 

  
Right from wrong is my fame 

“Holy Qur’an” is my name 
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The following story is related in Sahih Al-Bukhari 

from Abu Hurairah from Allah‟s Messenger (P.B.U.H): 

A man from the Children of Israel asked another man 

from the Children of Israel to lend him1000 dinars, and 

he answered, “Bring witnesses that I will bear witness 

(to his transaction).” The first man said, “Allah is 

enough as a Witness.” He said, “Then bring me a guar-

antor.” He said, “Allah is enough as a Guarantor.” The 

man said “You have spoken the truth.” 

He gave him the money for a fixed term. The debtor 

traveled by sea and when he fulfilled the purpose of his 

journey, he was looking for a ship that he could board 

and return on to pay the debt at the appointed time. 

However, he was not able to find a ship, so he took a 

piece of wood, pierced it, and thrust into it 1000 dinars 

along with the letter to the creditor. Then he took it to 

the ocean. 

He said, “O Allah, You know that I borrowed 1000 

dinars from such and such person, and he asked me for 

a guarantor. I said: Allah is enough as a Guarantor. He 

was pleased with You, and he also asked for a witness. 

I said: Allah is enough as a Witness, and he was 

pleased with You (as a Witness). And I have not been 

able to find a ship on which I could send him that 

which is due to him, so indeed I trust it to you.” 

He threw the piece of wood into the ocean until it was 

swallowed by it, and then he went away. He then con-

tinued to search for a boat on which he could return to 

his country.  The creditor went out looking-perhaps a 

boat would come with his wealth. He found a piece of 

wood in which was the money and he took it to his 

family as firewood. When he broke the wood open, he 

found the money and the letter. 

Then the debtor returned, bringing with him 1000 di-

nars. He said, “By Allah, I continued to search for a 

boat in order to return your wealth to you, but I didn‟t 

find one until I found the one that I came on now.” The 

other man asked, “And did you send anything to 

me?”…”For indeed, Allah paid for you through the 

wood that you sent.” 

He intended to repay His Debt and  

Allah helped Him do so. 

Learn the Good Supplication 

Someone once said, “If you want to learn how to sup-

plicate, then listen to the supplication of the Arabs.” 

Sa‟eed bin Musayyib said that once Hullah bin Ashyam 

passed by him, and as he couldn‟t control his urge to go 

to him, he went and said, “O Abu Sahba, supplicate to 

Allah for me.” He said, “May Allah make you keen for 

that which remains and sparing in that which is fleet-

ing; may He grant you surety of Faith, without which 

the soul finds no comfort and upon which the religion 

of a person depends.” 


