
  

piece of gold lying in my 

house and I disliked for it to 

divert my attention from Al-

lah's worship, so I have or-

dered it to be distributed (in 

charity).ôò 

If The Messenger (p.b.u.h) 

attached such importance to 

sadaqah, voluntary charity, 

then what about zakah, one of 

the five pillars of Islam? 

 In the year before the Fare-

well Hajj, the Messenger 

(p.b.u.h) sent a group of Mus-

lims on Hajj with Abu Bakr as 

their ameer. There were still 

some mushrikeen performing 

Hajj in Makkah, and some of 

them were circumambulating 

the Kaôbah naked. Abu Bakrôs 

mission, (may Allah be 

pleased with him), was to pre-

pare Makkah for the Hajj of 

the Messenger (p.b.u.h). Al-

By Muhammad Alshareef 

Have you ever seen someone 

run out of the masjid immedi-

ately after salah. In fact, the 

imam may barely have said 

salam, and this person is al-

ready standing up, getting 

ready to take off (you may 

have seen this after the Ju-

muôah prayers). When we see 

someone in such haste, we 

know that there is some affair 

that pre-occupied the brother 

or sister and that haste is in-

deed a weighty matter. 

 But now letôs ask ourselves a 

question: who amongst us 

would jump like that because 

we delayed the paying of a 

voluntary sadaqah? Who? It is 

the most God-fearing person 

who would do so - RasulAllah 

sal Allaahu alayhi wa sallam. 

 In Saheeh Bukhari, Uqbah 

radi Allahu anhu narrates, ñI 

offered the 'Asr prayer behind 

the Prophet in Madinah. When 

he had finished the prayer 

with tasleem, he got up hur-

riedly and went out by cross-

ing the rows of the people to 

one of the dwellings of his 

wives. The people got scared 

at his speed. The Prophet 

came back and found the peo-

ple surprised at his haste and 

said to them, óI remembered a 

Dua is an Arabic term which 

means to 'call out' or to 

'summon' or to 'invoke' and in 

the Islamic terminology, it 

means a humble prayer by a 

modest person to a superior. 

Muslims use this term and call 

out to Allah (SWT), and Mus-

lims regard this as one of the 

greatest acts of worship in Is-

lam.  

The Holy Prophet of Islam 

(p.b.u.h) has said: "Shall I intro-

duce to you a weapon which will 

protect you both from the evils 

of enemies and increase your 

sustenance? They said: Yes, O 

Messenger of Allah. The Holy 

Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h) re-

plied: Call your Lord day and 

night, for "Dua" is the weapon of 

a believer."  

Supplication in Noble Quran: 

 ñAnd when My servants ask you 

concerning Me, then surely I am 

very near; I answer the prayer of 

the supplicant when he calls on 

Me, so they should answer My 

call and believe in Me that they 

may walk in the right way.ò No-

ble Quran (2:186) 

And your Lord says: "Call on 

Me; I will answer your (Prayer): 

Bathe Yourself with Money! 

THE POWER OF DUA (Supplication) 
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Make Dua often 

during times of ease.  

The Messenger (p.b.u.h) 

said, "Whoever it 

pleases that Allah an-

swer his supplications 

during times of calamity 

and hardship, let him 

increase his supplication 

amidst the times of 

ease" (Tirmidhi and Al 

Hakim).  

 

Say the Dhikr after 

Making Wudu.  

 

The Messenger (p.b.u.h) 

said, "If anyone of you, 

after perfecting his 

wudu, says, 'Ash hadu 

an laa ilaaha illAllah, wa 

ashhadu anna Muham-

madan 'Abduhu wa Ra-

sooluh (I bear witness 

that there is no god but 

Allah and that Muham-

mad is his slave and 

Messenger), the eight 

gates of Jannah will 

open for him and he will 

be permitted to enter 

from whichever he 

wishes" (Muslim).  
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Month of Rabiul Awal  

This is the first month of 

spring. This is the most sig-

nificant month in Islamic 

history, marking not only 

the birth of The Holy 

Prophet (p.b.u.h) but also his 

passing from this world 63 

years later. Had there been 

room in Islamic teachings 

for the celebration of birth-

days and anniversaries, 

these events would have 

undoubtedly been observed. 

Therefore, celebrations such 

as Eid Milad an-Nabi 

(celebrating the birthday of 

the Holy Prophet (p.b.u.h) is 

pure innovation.  Rabeeô al-

Awwal is also the month in 

w h i c h  T h e  H o l y 

Prophet (p.b.u.h) migrated 

from Makkah to Madina.  

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS  

1. The Holy 

Prophet (p.b.u.h) was born in 

this month as mercy for all 

and departed from this 

world 63 years later  

2. The Holy 

Prophet (P.B.U.H.) migrated 

from Makkah to Madina  

3. Battle of Buwaat took 

place in the year 2 AH  

4. Battle of Saf'vaan took 

place in the year 2 AH  

5. Abu Bakr's (RA) daugh-

ter, Asma (RA) was born 6 

years before Prophecy  

6. Ruqayyah (RA) the 

daughter of the beloved 

Prophet (P.B.U.H.) was 

born 7 years before Proph-

ecy  

7. Abu Bakr (RA) was ap-

pointed Caliph  

8. Umm Kuithum was mar-

ried in this month to the 

third Caliph Uthman (RA) 

in 3 AH  

9. Zainab (RA), the wife of 

the Holy Prophet (p.b.u.h) 

passed away in the year 4 

AH  

but those who are too arro-

gant to serve Me will surely 

find themselves in Hell - in 

humiliation!" Noble Quran 

(40:60) 

In this Holy verse, Allah 

(SWT) considers Dua as 

prayers, that is to say, if 

someone speaks to his Lord, 

he has performed prayer and 

those who do not pray are 

considered as unbelievers. 

ñSay: My Lord would not 

care for you were it not for 

your prayer;ò Noble Quran 

(25:77) 

Fascinating Story: Power 

of Prayer 

A poorly dressed Muslim 

lady with a look of defeat 

on her face, walked into a 

grocery store. She ap-

proached the owner of the 

store in a most humble man-

ner and asked if he would 

let her charge a few grocer-

ies. She softly explained 

that her husband was very 

ill and unable to work, they 

had seven children and they 

needed food. The grocer 

scoffed at her and requested 

that she leave his store. 

Visualizing the family 

needs, she said: "Please, sir! 

I will bring you the money 

just as soon as I can." He 

told her he could not give 

her credit, as she did not 

have a charge account at his 

store. Standing beside the 

counter was a customer who 

overheard the conversation 

between the two. The cus-

tomer walked forward and 

told the grocer that he 

would stand good for what-

ever she needed for her 

family. The grocer said in a 

very reluctant voice, "Do 

you have a grocery list?ò 

Muslim lady replied, "Yes 

sir". "OK" he said, "put 

your grocery list on the 

scales and whatever your 

grocery list weighs, I will 

give you that amount in 

groceries." She hesitated a 

moment with a bowed head, 

then she reached into her 

purse and took out a piece 

of paper and scribbled some-

thing on it. She then laid the 

piece of paper on the scale 

carefully with her head still 

bowed. 

The eyes of the grocer and the 

customer showed amazement 

when the scales went down and 

stayed down. The grocer, star-

ing at the scales, turned slowly 

to the customer and said be-

grudgingly, "I can't believe it." 

The customer smiled and the 

grocer started putting the gro-

ceries on the other side of the 

scales. The scale did not bal-

ance so he continued to put 

more and more groceries on 

them until the scales would 

hold no more. The grocer stood 

there in utter disgust. Finally, 

he grabbed the piece of paper 

from the scales and looked at it 

with greater amazement. It was 

not a grocery list; it was a 

prayer, which said: "Ya Allah 

(SWT), you know my needs 

and I am leaving this in your 

hands." The grocer gave her 

the groceries that he had gath-

ered and stood in stunned si-

lence. The Muslim lady 

thanked him and left the store. 

The customer handed a fifty 

dollar bill to the grocer and 

said, "It was worth every 

penny of it." Only Allah 

(SWT) knows how much a 

prayer weighs. 

Fascinating Story: Congrega-

tional Prayers 

 A voyaging ship was wrecked 

during a storm at sea and only 

two of the men on it were able 

to swim to a small, desert like 

island. The two survivors, not 

knowing what else to do, 

agreed that they had no other 

recourse but to pray to Allah 

(SWT). However, to find out 

whose prayer was more power-

ful, they agreed to divide the 

territory between them and 

stay on opposite sides of the 

island. 

The first thing they prayed for 

was food. The next morning, 

the first man saw a fruit-

bearing tree on his side of the 

land, and he was able to eat its 

fruit. The other man's parcel of 

land remained barren. After a 

week, the first man was lonely 

and he decided to pray for a wife. 

The next day, another ship was 

wrecked, and the only survivor 

was a woman who swam to his 

side of the land. On the other 

side of the island, there was 

nothing. Soon the first man 

prayed for a house, clothes, more 

food. The next day, like magic, 

all of these were given to him. 

However, the second man still 

had nothing. Finally, the first 

man prayed for a ship, so that he 

and his wife could leave the is-

land. In the morning, he found a 

ship docked at his side of the 

island. The first man boarded the 

ship with his wife and decided to 

leave the second man on the is-

land. He considered the other 

man unworthy to receive Allah's 

(SWT) blessings, since none of 

his prayers had been answered. 

As the ship was about to leave, 

the first man heard a voice from 

heaven booming, "Why are you 

leaving your companion on the 

island?" "My blessings are mine 

alone, since I was the one who 

prayed for them," the first man 

answered. "His prayers were all 

unanswered and so he does not 

deserve anything." "You are 

mistaken!" the voice rebuked 

him. "He had only one prayer, 

which I answered. If not for that, 

you would not have received any 

of my blessings." "Tell me," the 

first man asked the voice, "What 

did he pray for that I should owe 

him anything?" "He prayed that 

all your prayers be answered" 

Conclusion: For all we know, our 

blessings are not the fruits of our 

prayers alone, but those of an-

o t h e r  p r a y i n g  f o r  u s 

(Congregational Prayers). 

The Holy Prophet of Islam 

(p.b.u.h.) has said: when one 

prays, he should pray not only 

for himself but pray for others as 

well. Such prayers will be an-

swered. 

ñAnd there are some among 

them who say: Our Lord! Grant 

us good in this world and good in 

the hereafter, and save us from 

the chastisement of the fire.ò 

Noble Quran  2:201). 



3 

Bathe Yourself with Money! 

lahôs Messenger (p.b.u.h) sent Surah 

Baraôah (also known as Surah 

Taubah), the 9th Surah in the Quran, 

along with Abu Bakr, instructing 

him that it was to be recited to all 

those performing the Hajj that year. 

Ali Ibn Abee Talib was given the 

task of announcing the surah due to 

his position amongst the Quraysh. 

The surah, begins as follows: (This is 

a declaration of) Disassociation, 

from Allah and His Messenger, to 

those with whom you had made a 

treaty among the mushrikeen (the 

polytheists) (At-Tauba 9/1). 

 

Remember, the Quran was the Is-

lamic stateôs declaration of legisla-

tion. Ali Ibn Abee Talib radi Allahu 

anhu continued to recite until he 

reached the words of Allah: But if 

they repent, establish prayer, and 

give zakah, then they are your broth-

ers in religion (At-Tauba 9/11). In 

other words, it was not sufficient for 

them to simply repent; it was also 

compulsory for them to establish 

salah and zakah, and then only could 

they be considered to be within the 

brotherhood of Islam. Bukhari and 

Muslim report that Jaabir ibn Abdul-

laah radi Allahu anhu said, ñI 

pledged allegiance to the Prophet sal 

Allahu alayhi wa sallam in that I 

would establish the salah, undertake 

the giving of zakah, and that I would 

give naseehah (advice) to every 

Muslim.òAfter the death of RasulAl-

lah sal Allahu alayhi wa sallam, the 

ummah was faced with some who 

claimed prophet hood, men with 

huge tribes waiting to fight the Mus-

lims. Then, to a lesser degree, there 

were tribes who still professed to be 

Muslim, but who had a óproblemô 

with giving zakah. The ummah 

needed to take action. While some of 

the Sahabaa felt that they should just 

leave the ówe-are-Muslim- minus-

zakahô people, and focus on the ar-

mies instead, Abu Bakr radi Allahu 

anhu disagreed. ñI swear by Allah,ò 

he said, ñI shall go to war and fight 

anyone who attempts to separate salah 

from zakah!ò 

Upon hearing this, Umar radi Allahu 

anhu commented, ñBy Allah, at the 

moment when I saw that Allah had 

opened the heart of Abu Bakr to this 

war, I knew that it was the truth.ò 

 

Allah made the giving of zakah on the 

wealth of believer compulsory for 

him as a test of his sincerity. The be-

liever has full conviction that it is 

obligatory and knows that zakah is 

the third pillar of Islam, and not 

merely a virtuous option. Without 

zakah the deen of a believer will col-

lapse. 

 

The believer delivers his zakah with 

an open heart, thanking and praising 

Allah for His bounty and for the very 

tawfeeq of being able to perform his 

duty. So while others bathe their bod-

ies daily, it is possible for us to bathe 

our hearts with money. How? Zakah. 

 

In Arabic, the word zakah carries the 

connotation of cleanliness ï to purify. 

In Shariôah, zakah deals with the 

wealth Allah gave to His servants. It 

is the obligatory percentage one must 

impart to whom it is due. Allah 

taôaala teaches us the virtue of zakah 

in the following ayah: 

Take (O Muhammad) from their 

wealth a charity by which it purifies 

them and causes them increase (At-

Tauba 9/103). 

How does zakah and voluntary char-

ity cleanse a person? 

1. By cleansing the heart from the 

diseases of hypocrisy and doubt. 

2. By cleansing the heart from the 

disease of stinginess. 

3. By bathing the remaining wealth 

with barakah. 

4. By bathing the good character of 

the one giving and increasing his or 

her wealth. 

 As Rasul Allah sal Allahu alayhi wa 

sallam said, ñCharity never decreases 

wealth.ò 

 

ñIf I win a million dollars Iôll give half 

to the masjid!ò Ever heard that duôa 

before? Allah taôaala teaches us that the 

nature of humans is to attach themselves 

to coins of gold and silver. In fact, they 

pray day and night for it. In their 

prayers, they promise that if they are 

indeed blessed with the wealth, they 

will be unselfish with that gift. But 

when a test befalls them, they turn their 

backs: 

And among them are those who made a 

covenant with Allah, (saying), ñIf He 

should give us from His bounty, we will 

surely spend in charity, and we will 

surely be among the righteous.ò But 

when He gave them from His bounty, 

they were stingy with it and turned 

away while they refused. So He penal-

ized them with hypocrisy in their hearts 

until the Day they will meet Him - be-

cause they failed Allah in what they 

promised Him and because they 

(habitually) used to lie (At-Tauba 9/75ï

78). 

 

Yayha ibn Muôadh rahimahullah com-

mented, ñI have always been amazed at 

someone who has wealth, yet is stingy. 

His Lord, who gave the wealth to him, 

requests that he loan part of it to Him 

and the stingy man says, óNo.ò 

 

Zakah is an obligation connected to 

wealth. When someone delays the pay-

ing of zakah, that obligation directly 

chains itself to the individualôs neck. In 

order for them to repent, they must give 

what Allah made obligatory upon them. 

 

RasulAllah sal Allahu alayhi wa sallam 

taught us that when a people hoard 

wealth and do not give the zakah, they 

will be afflicted with a famine: ñThere 

was never a people that refused to give 

zakah except that Allah afflicted them 

with famineò (Bayhaqi). He, sal Allahu 

alayhi wa sallam, warned us of stingi-

ness because of the destruction it brings: 

ñBeware of stinginess for verily those 

who came before you were destroyed 

because of itò (Abu Dawood). 


