Be Attitude In Life

Be understanding to your
perceived enemies.

Be loyal to your friends.
Be strong enough to face
the world each day.

Be weak enough to know
you cannot do everything
alone.

Be generous to those who
need your help.

Be frugal with that you
need yourself.

Be wise enough to know
that you do not know eve-
rything.

Be willing to share your
joys.

Be willing to share the
sorrows of others.

Be a leader when you see
a path others have
missed.

Be a follower when you
are shrouded by the mists
of uncertainty.

Be first to congratulate an
opponent who succeeds.
Be last to criticize a col-
league who fails.

Be sure where your next
step will fall, so that you
will not tumble.

Be loving to those who
love you.

Be loving to those who do
not love you; they may
change.

Above all, be yourself.
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The Islamic (Hijra) Calendar

Historical background

The Islamic Calendar is bas Is 250 miles to the north on - m 1, 1 A.H. corresponds [t
purely on lunar cycles and w SEPtember 622 AD. It is the,

iral historical  of I iday, July 16, 622 A.D. ang
first introduced in 638 A.D p c€ntral historical event ot early s anacted by Caliph Oma
the second Caliph, Omar Il Islam which led to the founda-

MUHARRAM 1429

the year of Hijra. Muhat

. . - 10UNAa, 17 AH.

Al-Khattab (592644 A.D,). ion of the first Muslim city poryeen .10 Hijra the Is!
After consulting with his advi lamic calendar was not fal
sors Omar decided that t lowed. Different tribes werg
most appropriate referen following different intercalas
point for the Islamic calendi tion, so there was no unifor
was the Hijra.The word Hijr calendar. Accordingly, th
is often misinterpreted as n first day of Muharram 1 A.H.
gration or flight. The wor( as practiced in Arabia corrg
Hijra means to break off rel; sponded to either April 18 @
tions or abandon one's o\ May 18, 622 A.D. However
tribe. Since Prophet Muhar if one wants a theoreticg
mad (PBUH) broke off hi starting date for Islamic cal
relations with the tribes ¢ endar (on the basis of pure
Mecca and went to Medina, lunar months without interca
is called Hijra. . o Jlation, counting backwards
Prophet Muhammad (PBU} Stl€, @ turning point in Islamig, o the first day of the firs
left Mecca on the date corr and lworld history. The actu onth i.e. 1st Muharram
sponding to July 16, 622 A.l starting date for the c_;alendar Wasy corresponds to July 16
in the Julian calendar and ;Chosen on the basis of purely

rived at Madina (Yatrib) whic| lunar years, counting backwards conti nued o

Every year, as Muslims, we them throughout the vyear.their

try our hardest to be patient They should include spiritual, spiri-

eat well, pray rggularly and as W(_ell as physical and menta tu aI_, ’K
make positive life changes practices, for Allah encom- physi-

during Ramadan. However, a: passes all of our lives and no cal and mental lives: -1
the year progresses it ofterjust the hours in which we Exer ci se: AWhen
seems that we forget thostpray. The following is a list of ask thee concerning Me, | am
promises to ourselves. A list resolutions | often give con- indeed close [to them]: | re-
of resolutions should be writ- sulting clients who ask me spond to the prayer of every
ten down so one can refer t¢ what they should do to bettel

Continued on page 9...




Ahadith Qudsi-27

Allah's pleasure for t
inhabitants of Paradise

27) Narrated Abu Sa
AlKhudri (r.a): Proph
Muhammad (p.b.u.
said: Verily, Allah
address the inhabita
of Paradise:
inhabitants of Paradiss
They will say: We
respond and are at Yd
pleasure; and goodne
rests in Your Hand.
will ask them: Are y(
satisfied? They will s3
Why should we not
satisfied, O Lord! Wh
You have given us w
You have not given
anyone of Your creatio
Then He will say: Wo
you not like Me to grg
you something bett
than that? They will s
O Lord! What is bett
than that? He will sa
will never be angry w
you afterwards.

(This Hadith is sound a
reported by Bukhari a
Muslim).

THE YOUNG MUSLIM

The Holy month of Muharram

DEFINITION The word "Muharram" meantis
"Forbidden." Even before Islam, this month F
was always known as a sacred month (al ashhur
-al-hurum) in which all unlawful acts were fof F
bidden prominently the shedding of aH
bl ood. Muharram can afl so me
Abu Bakr may Allah (may Allah be pleased . )
with him) reported that the Prophet | Transliteration: , )
(pbuh) said:AiThe year conB3gRRana,tAfqygh, A0
months, of which four are sacred; the threa@Praoun Wa Thabbit Aqdamana Wa
consecutive ninotdhash; pXphBeudp! al Qaou
Hijiah and Muharram, and Rajab, which comgkransiation:

between Jumaada and |SOH LB04ERLSIGy oryus engurapas g
Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h) said: mak_e our foothold sure anq give us he
féso do not wrong vy ol@9%iastthogeavho reeqt faithn(325Q)
Means; do not wrong yourselves during th--- )

sacred months, because committing sins di PUt to codify and preserve them for
these months is worse than during the o imes to come in ideal forms.

mont hs. 't was repor Ibn Abbas related when Prophet Muhg
Allah be pleased with him) said that this phr Mad (p.b.u.h) observed the day of As
initially referred to all the months, then the 2nd commanded his followers to obse
four were singled out and made sacred, so ! t» they asked hi
sin in these months is more serious and gg)r?;”:) sthtlsi 'Satges day rthg ge;"z' i
ij/(iari?;brmg a greater reward. E’rophet (p.b.u.h) promised them t
Of the four sacred months, this month has kP Next ~year Al T ah
blessed with great reward and specific virt, 1€ 9" of the month, along with the 1o
| bn 6Abbas (may Al I 5 BY the following Muharram, the Prop
reported to have said that the Messenge (P-P-U-h) had already passed away. |
Allah (p.b.uh) saidi The one t h therefore, recommepded tlEhat one
in the month of Muharram will receive the 1 STVes the fast of thé'or 11 aif LUl
ward of thirty fasts'am toge_therwnh that of the 1@o safe
The 10th of MUHARRAM guard this deed from resemblance

The tenth day of this sacred month is knowr the noAMuslims who fast only on t
Ashura and is considered to be one of the r 10" of the month. To fast only on the d
important and blessed days of Allah in the Of Ashura is Makrooh (no likely). Ib
e ElEmdkr. Abbas (may Allah be pleased with hi
The word "Ashura” is derived from Asha Stateéd:fi Wh e n  Ra spib.L.fy bl-
which means ten. The observation of this Served the fast of the day of Ashura
dates back to Prophet Musa (p.b.u.h). |ordered (his Companions) to fast, t
Hadith related by Ibn Abbas (may Allah Said: "O Rasulullah! It is a day revers
pleased with him) when the Messenger of Al 91 or i fi ed) th
(p.b.u.h) came to Madina, he found the 3TN ereupon Rasul ul
fasting on the day of Ashura. He inquired w Y&a" if Allah wills (I remain alive), 1 wil
they were doing so. They replied that it wa {7 Surély —fast on the nint
good day, the day on which Allah deliver ( @ I S(Muplimp

Prophet Musa (p.b.u.h) and the children of Although itis Sunnah to fast on the da
rael from Pharaoh. As gratitude Musa (p.b.. AShura and on one further day, perfo
fasted that day. The Holy Prophet (p.b.u.h) ind @ sacrifice on the 100 the month is
sponded Al have mor edl mnoyanon. One s.hould be generou
He fasted the day and commanded the beli® "€ 0s fami ly and
to fast. [Bukhari and Muslim]. The idea und Meré on them than what is norma
lying this event is to stress the affinity amon §pent. The Holy Prophet (p.b.u.h) s
the messengers of Allah and to show that i ©nN€ who generous
gious devotion is a constant flow from one g

ily on the day of Ashura, Allah will i

eration to another. The Prophet (p.b.u.h) c:créase (his provision) for the whg
not to abrogate all the earlier religious practiy € @7 - 0 (Bai haqi)
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The Islamic (Hijra) cale

EC J the sins of the past year. i.e. the sins of Order, the Muslim commu-
MIIIIIIIIIAM of the past year will be for- nity for the first time was
ol = given. o (Musli m).: granted permission:to battle
- ulellelld [ | ' ' with disbelievers.
'__’__Tffr P Only minor sins are forgiven and foff  In 13 Hijra, Abu Bakr, with the
AN LA the forgiveness of major sins, Taubah consensus of the companions,
T~ \\ is a prerequisite. instructed Zayd bin Thabit to
- " compile the: Qur'an ‘into one
= The Fast of Ashura book. He placed the entire

Ibn Abbas narratés that when Prophet manuscript in the care of Hafsa,
Muhammad (PBUH) came to Madina the wife of the Prophep(b.u.h)

and found the Jews fasting on the day and’ daughter of Omar. In the

of Ashura, he 'inqguaneendnthpl? Yéara later,iUs- t he
significance of this day on which you - man, upon learning that people

622. A. D. as mentioned above. f ast ?0 They r epl- i edidferediwihh referencesto thh e d a
Significance of the Month of Mu- Allah saved Musa and his followers recitation. of the Qur'an, ordered
harram and drowned Pharaoh and his army,  that several copies “be made

Muharram is the first month of thethus Musa fasted oh this day as a to- . based on Abu Bakr's authorita-

Islamic (Hijri) calendar and ‘is oneken of thanksgiving therefore, we too  tive manuscript. He provided the

of the four sandétisti eadn mohi s .da yTmégor Mudlm sitles with a copyh e

Aumber of months in the sight oProphet Muhammadp(b.u.h) S a i- danddkept one for himself.

Allah is twelve (in'a year) So or- We are closer to Musa than you ar§. On 10th of Muharram, 61 Hijra,

dained by Him the day He create@hereafter, he fasted on this day and Husain bin Ali bin Abi Talib

the heavens and the earth; of theordered the Sahaba to fast on this was martyred by the army of

four are sacred: That is the rightlay. (Muslim) Yazid.

religion. So wrong not yourselves

t h erein:o ( Qu r-a nrhe9Propt@ed.b.u.h is reported to§  Shaykhain Titrmizi & Hakim has
have said, 0 Obs ernaratedtfrbne Anas dRAJ thato f

The four sanctified months are théshura and oppose (the way of) the the following verse "Allah may

bhul-Qidah, DhuiHijjah,- Muhar- Jews. Fast a-day before it (also) or a ' forgive thee of thy :sins that

ram and Rajab. The first three ocd ay "af t er i t. o  ( Bawhitiig past and that which is

cur consecutively; the fourth being to come . . ." (AlFath 48:2) was

Rajab of Mudhar (named after thélowever, when the fast of Ramadan revealed on the 10th of Muhar-

tribe of Mudhar as they used tdecame compulsory, the Prophet ram

respect this month) which occur¢gPBUH) left the fast of Ashura (i.e.

between Jumadd | and: Stiheacongpdision). Thereafter,whosof The Prophet Muham-
(Bukhari) : ' ever dqsired keptthis fast and yvhoso- mad(p.b.u.h defeated Bani Mu-

: ever desired, (not to keep'it) did not haarin and Bani Tha'laba (Tribes
Fasting in the Month of Muhar- observe this fast. (Bukhari) - of Bani Gatfan) in the year 4
ram ' Significant events of the Month of AH. '

Prophet Muhammadp(p.u.) s a Muharram:
The best of fasts besides the month - Prophet Adami.b.u.) was born ¢ On the 27th of Muharram, 11
of Ramadan is the fasting of Allah = and entered the Paradise on 10th Hijjra, Prophet Muhammad

in the-month of Muharram and the ~ of Muharram. (p.b.u.h fell ill for the last time.
best of salat besides the fardfj Prophet Ayyub [§.b.u.h  was He ‘went to the Masjid to lead
(compulsory) salat is the tahajjud  cured from his illness. . the prayers. He said on the pul- .
salat * (performed after midnightf ' The sea parted for Bani Israel pi t, o There is a sl
before dawn.) . o ( Marslkavifglhem from Pharoah. -’ slaves of Allah unto whom-Al-

: 1 - Prophet' Suleimanp(b.u.) was lah ‘has offered the choice be-
With regard to the blessing of this  ordained King. tween this world and that which
fast, the Prophet p(b.u.) was q The oceans and heavens were is with Him, and the slave has
asked regarding its virtue. He an- created. (TanbihuGaafileen) chosen that which is with Al-

swered; 0 ‘I't. i's 4@ |nC MOhBrEam, 2Hfjrd, héyeal 0T ah. 6 (Bukhari).
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- AWHY DOWE NEED TOREAD i nstead. The ol d man s:
iscC I_ E N TIST VS THE HOLY QURAN ?0 a bucket of water; | want a basket of
Th? scientist approac_hed water. You are just not trying hard
believerand s ai d, Anoldmanlivedonafarminthemouenough, © and he went o
we've decided we no longer tains of eastern Kentucky with his you watch the boy try again.
need God. grandson. Each morning Grandpa \ At this point, the boy knew it was im-
Nowadays, we can clone pe: up early sitting at the kitchen table rei possible, but he wanted to show his
ple, transplant hearend do  ing his Quran. His grandson wanted grandfather that even if he ran as fast as
all kinds of things that were be just like him and tried to imitate hi he could, the water would leak out be-
once considerenhiraculous.” in every way he could. fore_ he _got back to the hquse. The _boy
The believer patiently hearcon e day th e gran d again dipped the basket into the rH/ep a!
| try to read the Quran just like you bu and ran hard, but when he reached his

h. [ @UE - and dondét under st and grandfather the basket was again emptyu n d e r
right. To see whether or not gianq | forget as soonas I closethebiOut of breath, he said,
you still need God, why doniwh at good does reuseless!d 0?0

we have a mamaking con- The Grandfather quietly turned frci So you think it i s u.
test?" "Okay, great!" the sci- putting coal in the stove and repleman sai d, fALook at the
entist said. fTake this coal b The boy looked at the basket andforr i v e
"Now, we're goingto dothis and bring me back thefirsttime realized that the basket was 0

just like God did with The boy did as he was told, but all 1different. It had been transformed from a

water leaked out before he got back dirty old coal basket and was now clean,
the house. The grandfather laughed inside and out.
entist. and bent to SCOoD U sai d, AYou wil| iSon, that 6s what t thlae g
handful of dirt PUP ¢ aster next ti me. read the Quran. You might not und&< k t o
"Whoa!" Th b i id the river with the basket to try aga siand or remember everything, but when

S Uhis e e By ven st D e ou read it, you will be changed, inside
shaking his head in disap-  the basket was empty before he retur » YO gec.

and out. That is the work of Allah in our

Adam," The believersaid.
"That's fine," replied the sci-

proval. home. Out of breath, he told his granc " .
"Not so fast, pal. You go get ther that it was impossible to carry wa l'ives. o
your own dirt!". in a basket, and he went to get a but

A n ndil an

By Sariyah Islam

My story starts in 1979 when Allah SWT bought me into this world into a very religious and spiritually aware family.
We were Orthodox Roman Catholics before our reversion to Islam. My family being quite well to do was actively
involved in Church and Parish affairs. And so we had, and still do have Priests, Nuns and Missionaries (They still try
their antics, but we know how to handle them) as part of our family. My grandfather has even built a church in our
native Kerala, India. But my family was one that stuck to its ideals, we loved our Creator albeit misguidedly and al-
ways tried to be good human beings. We prided ourselves to be pious people and the best among us was my mother.
There were many times when our Parish priest would make her an example to the other ladliesy Btoen was a

model Christian Woman. She read the bible regularly and practiced her religion devoutly.

Well, to begin with, my mother had a few spiritual experiences which resulted in a deep sense of dissatisfaction with
her religion. She turned to the Bible for answers but this only led her further away from all that she had earlier held
sacred. During those days a lawyer named Mr. Ibrahim Khan was working with my parents as a substitute legal advi-
sor, this was only for a short period of time, since our regular lawyer was on vacation and my parents needed urgent
legal advise on some business matter. Being a knowledgeable Muslim he introduced Islam to my Mom and she ac-
cepted Islam within a few weeks of being introduced to it. | was around 13 then.

My situation was quite confusing (to say the least), being the eldest child. The family separated because Mummy felt
her marriage had become null and void. | hated Islam because | believed it had broken up my family. My father left us
and went away. | felt it was everything that the media made it out to be (Astagfirullah), though funnily; | was rather
fond of the Adhan. | hated Islam then and felt that | could be anything but a Muslim. But, | had tremendous respect

and | ove for my Mummy. And | coul dndét wunderstand why
was it that had attracted [@ean educated, cultured ladiyto something as medieval as Islam. Ultimately | asked her
oneday and her answer was very simple. fARead the Bible

covery. | was very young, but Allah (SWT) gave me the maturity to understand what | read. | found so many inconsis-

4 Continued on page






